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ff Dear Readers 


Musings... 


misspelled (got that one right!) words in DPN issues. 

Therefore it’s very interesting that the misspelled word 

in the Spring 2006 issue’s Editor’s Letter was spelled 
correctly. (Are you following me?) How many of you head- 
scratchingly read the following sentence, wondering why we 
were laughing? “No one noticed until the last minute that the 
sign read, Dulcimer and Autoharp Festival.” The sign actually 
read, Dulcimer and Autohop Festival. Let’s see if the spell- 
checker lets me correctly spell autoharp incorrectly this time! 

Those of you who know me personally recognize the glow 
on my face when I’m singing jazz and showtunes. Folksongs 
are special to my heart also, but I’m more often in the com- 
pany of dulcimer players who primarily enjoy Celtic, old-time 
and singer-songwriter material. Then opportunities arise, 
and I mentally put on my glittery dresses and become a chick 
singer. An opportunity arose during the recent autoharp and 
dulcimer cruise to Alaska. My roommate, Sue Ford, and I 
checked out the piano bar, and the rest is history. The pianist 
was incredibly good. lan McFarlane is from Scotland and now 
lives in Australia—but spends most of his time performing 
on the Holland America cruise ships. We hit it off, exchanged 
CDs, and (complete with the microphone) I did a few songs 
for patrons in the piano bar. In a DPN issue about three years 
ago I ran a picture of a glowing-eyed Maddie singing with the 
Royal Caribbean jazz lounge pianist. To keep your scrapbook 
up to date, here is a picture of Ian and me (taken by Sue 
Ford) from this year’s cruise! 

I want to reflex upon the lives of two friends who are 
remembered in this DPN issue. Ron Cyr and I chatted via the 
phone just a few days before he went back into the hospital 
for the last time. He laughed and said, “I have some very 
interesting things to tell you about my hospital stay. You'll 
think they’re funny. Or strange. Or something.” Now we'll 
have to wait for that discussion, but I remember late-night 
phone calls from times past. We always had interesting tales 
to share, and I'll surely miss them. You'll see in his photo a 
fabric dulcimer image. He brought me one when he last vis- 
ited at my house, perhaps two years ago, and told me about 
that year’s Waterbound Dulcimers gathering. I told him I’d 
attend one day, and I will. | know his presence, his caring and 
his music will always be a part of that festival. 

Margaret MacArthur headlined at festivals and received 
awards for her performing, teaching and musical studies. Yet 
I remember Margaret’s face when she and I discussed bread 
and maple syrup—and life in general. She was at home when 
she sang and played dulcimer and shared her home and her 
self with family members and the friends who surrounded her. 

On Thursday May 25th, two days after Margaret died, I 


t’s interesting how much attention we pay to catching 
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went to the jam session at O’Hurley’s General Store in Shep- 
herdstown, West Virginia. I played tunes with everyone and 
had a good time with my musical friends. But when it came 
to be my turn, I chose “River” by Bill Staines, wanting every- 
one to sing with me. The next time around I chose “Over 
The Rainbow.” These songs reminded me of my friends and 
their new journey —especially the last verse of Bill Staines’ 
“River.” I left about 9:30 p.m., and a man perhaps 35 years 
old left at the same time. 

I'd not seen him at the sessions before (there are usually 
about ten musicians jamming and thirty or so people who 
come and listen). Outside he said to me, “Thank you for sing- 
ing those songs. The words meant a lot to me.” I told him 
that I was reflecting on the loss of a friend two days before. 
He asked for my name and I told him; then I asked for his. 
He then said, “Tomorrow I’m going to the memorial service 
for a wonderful friend.” Then he hugged me and left. Music 
continues to draw us together in wonderful times and difficult 
times. Last Thursday I needed that reminder. 


Following is the last verse of Bill Staines’ “River.” 


Someday when the flowers are blooming still, 
Someday when the grass is still green, 

My rolling river will round the bend 

And flow into the open sea. 


So here's to the rainbow that’s followed me here, 
And here’s to the friends that | know. 

Here's to the song that follows me here; 

I'll sing it where ‘ere | go. 


Srzate reer 


Letters 
To Us 


Dear DPN 


Hello from Denmark: 


I hope you can help me. I have a 
very old tape, Northern Light. The label 
is almost not existing. I can see half of 
the title and the mention of a hammer 
dulcimer as one of the instruments. 

It’s a very nice tape and I would like to 
replace it with a CD or a new tape. Do 
you know this music and a source for 
purchase? 


Lars Maegaard 
sral@privat.dk 


PVC Musical meine 


And How To Make Them 
Harp, Violin, Cello, Slide Guitar, & 
12 more. 120 pages of step-by-step 
plans and instructions, 


Full Size Templates & Readily 

Available Parts 

© Fun and easy to build and play 

®@ Low Cost—Great Sound 

® Most built in under 2 hours. 

@ Includes a FREE CD of band 
tunes, solos & tunings. .......... $25.95 + $5.00 S&H 


John Kovac—Harpmaker 
148 E. High Spruce Road, Front Royal, VA, 22630 
(540) 635-2534 
www.johnkovac.com 


VISA and Master Card accepted 


Neal Walters 


be a household word to readers 

of this magazine. Many of you 
do know his music from the countless 
festivals and jam sessions he’s attended 
over the years, mostly lurking on the 
sidelines but occasionally taking the 
open stage and blowing everybody away 
with his skill and technique. For the rest 
of you, he’s finally released a solo album 
that should go a long way to remedy- 
ing the situation. Hands is designed to 
resemble an old field recording. The 
takes were done live without overdub- 
bing just as if the equipment were set 
up in his kitchen or on his porch. The 
result is both simple and powerful. A.J. 
is a masterful player with a repertoire 
to match and he delivers a wealth of 
wonderful tunes ranging from Spanish 
music to blues, Celtic, old time, and just 
plain “A.J. tunes,” all played with great 
skill and passion. Scheitholt Medley is 
simply haunting, somehow managing to 
sound fresh and new, though in a style 
that would have been familiar to Jean 
Ritchie’s great grandfather. It may just 
be me but I hear a lot of the sound of 
the late I.D. Stamper in A.J.’s playing 
as well. The Tapping Tune, one of his 
trademarks, is both unique and show 
stopping. This is a wonderful album that 


.J. Bashore is a mountain dulcimer 
player whose name really should 


NETWORKING 


compellingly demonstrates why we all 
love the dulcimer. 


anadian Rick Scott describes his 

latest CD as a “lullaby” album 

for all ages. Snooze Music con- 

tains ten original cradle tunes 
plus Stephen Foster’s Slumber My 
Darling arranged for dulcimer, voice, 
cello, viola, violin, guitar, bass, music 
box, trombone, and tuba. You’d think 
you'd have trouble going to sleep 
with all that going on, but it all works 
together very serenely. Rick plays 4- 
string, 6-string, tenor, bass, and electric 
dulcimer and sings. Andrea UHeureux 
adds lead and backing vocals with a host 
of other friends contributing on the 
rest of the instruments. This is Rick’s 
sixth “family” recording though he has 
released fifteen recordings overall. He’s 
received two Juno nominations (Cana- 
da’s Grammies) and several awards for 
his children’s music. These days I don’t 
find myself needing much in the way of 
outside assistance for nodding off, but if 
I did this would certainly work for me! 
(I mean that as a real compliment not 
a veiled criticism.) The album is gentle, 
reassuring, and very professionally 
done. Rick’s dulcimer playing is offset 
beautifully by the sustaining notes of the 
cello, viola and violin. The fretless bass 
adds a contemporary feel to the simple 
and timeless melodies, with Three Blind 
Mice is a great example. The album’s 
packaging is unique and adds to the 
enjoyment. Strongly recommended for 
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sleep deprived listeners, regardless of 
age! 


DVD Video lessons in the past, 

but I think it’s time to update you 

on where that all stands. This is 
set up as a subscription process in which 
the subscriber gets one video lesson per 
month for a small fee ($20). Lessons 
1 to 5 are now available. The first 
four lessons lay the foundation for all 
future lessons. In other words, you need 
lessons 1—4 for the basics on strum- 
ming and noting, playing in multiple 
octaves, left-hand fingerings, backup 
chords, fingerpicking and flatpicking. 
All future lessons w ill assume familiar- 
ity with this content. The material is 
delivered in book format with a DVD 
and a practice CD included. This is an 
incredible opportunity to spend hours 
of quality time with Steve for a modest 
investment. The Sth lesson in the series 
includes a treatise on what to look for 
when buying a dulcimer, a tutorial on 
using Tabledit for your tablature needs, 
a photo gallery featuring his wife Katie 
and the kids, a dulcimer crossword puz- 
zle, the story behind “Down Yonder,” 
and a complete lesson on how to play 
the tune from fairly simple to advanced. 


’*ve mentioned Steve Siefert’s 


ark Wade’s latest album is a not 
entirely unexpected and very wel- 
come excursion into his classical 
repertoire. Serenades is a won- 
derful collection of beautiful, languor- 
ous and timeless melodies, spiced with 
the addition of a few popular standards 
that fit well into the mood. From the 
opening notes of Chopin’s Nocturne to 
the final strains of Rodrigo’s Largo from 
Concierto de Aranjuez (complete with a 
wonderful trumpet duet), Mark has cre- 
ated an exceptional tapestry of some of 
the most evocative and moving melodies 
of all time. You tend to get swept away 
by this music and you could easily fail 
to notice that these songs are incredibly 
difficult to play on the hammered dulci- 
mer. Of course, Mark makes it seem so 
easy that you could easily convince me 
they were written expressly for the dul- 
cimer. This is a gorgeous album filled 
with nuance, expression, and sheer love 


of the music. Mark’s playing skills are 
renowned, and I’m sure it’s tempting to 
dazzle his audiences with just one more 
Flight of the Bumblebee. I’m going on 
record as one who wants to hear more 
of this kind of music from him. I’m sure 
you'll love this recording. 


an Landrum and Steven Hum- 
phreys have collaborated on a 
really superb CD of hammered 
dulcimer playing. Landrum & 
Humphries features two masters of 
the instrument in a program of original 
and inventive duet arrangements with 
no overdubs or added instruments. 
They “pluck, strike, mute, bend, and 
even process with electronic effects” to 
create a sound that is, in their words, 
either “on the cutting edge, or just near 
the ledge” leaving it to the listener 
to decide. Obviously this is not your 
traditional approach but I’m guessing 
that most people will love it. The instru- 
ments are a Dusty Strings D600 and 
a Jerry Read Smith Grande Concert- 
master and the “dampers and extended 
ranges on these instruments provide 
the broad palette of textures and tones” 
that truly make these arrangements 
soar. The playing is magnificent, and 
Dan and Steven manage to complement 
each other as well as anyone could pos- 
sibly imagine. There is energy and grace 
in abundance with a lot of “How’d they 
do that?” effects that never seem to get 
in the way of the music. I have no idea 
how they managed to do all this without 
overdubs, but they proudly claim that 
“No hammered dulcimers were harmed 
in the production.” This is a wonderful 
album. Tunes include: Opening Doors, 
Playground, Song of the Wood and 
Happy Dog Bosa. & 
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Hands e A.J. Bashore II, PO Box 311, 
Danville, PA 17821, 570-437-2515, 
noizmkr@evenlink.com (CD). 


Snooze Music Rick Scott, 58 
Pirates Lane, Nanaimo, BC V9R6R1, 
250-740-0047, info@rickscott.ca, 
rickscott.ca (CD). 


Stephen Siefert, Lessons 1-5 © Steve 
Siefert, 1260 Old Charlotte Pike, 
Pegram, TN 37143, 615-353-8230, 
stephenseifert.com (Book/CD Sets). 


Serenade © Mark Alan Wade, 5031 
Langcroft Dr, Hilliard, OH 43026, 
614-850-7138, mark@markalan 
wade.com, markalanwade.com (CD). 


Landrum & Humphreys ¢ Dan Landrum, 
1040 Druid Dr., Signal Mountain, 
TN 37377, 423-886-3966, dan@ 
danlandrum.com, danlandrum.com (CD). 
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Discover 


your dulcimer’s 
hidden voice 


Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 
to create a beautiful bowed 
saltry sound. Use your current 
ameeting patterns or find new 
ones as you explore your 
dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 


Instruction booklet 
and rosin included. 
Works on mountain 
dulcimers, too! "< 
For more details visit or call: 
www.gleecircus.com 


Yee. e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 
tics phone: 650-573-8948 


Foothills (Mountain) Dulcimer Club 
Shelby, North Carolina 
A conversation with Joe Collins 


Do you meet on a regular basis? At the same 
place, or do you take turns hosting? 


Dulcimer music online 
Download from our website today! 
¢ High quality graphic files 


in both tablature and 
music notation 


* MP3 sound files 
e Our music is available at 
very modest prices. 


® Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 


e A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced. 


www.frettedmusic.com 


Playable Folk- Art 


Hand-carved, unique instruments 
crafted by Ron "Coog” Cook 


American European 
Mountain Dulcimers 


Mountain Banjos 


Epinettes des Vosges 
Bowed Psalteries 


Aeolian Harps us Early Instruments 
Ce 


v 


Se 

147 Sacramento Ave j 
anta Cruz, CA 95060 
www, cooginstruments.com 


(831) 425-4933 
ron@cooginstruments.com 


Dulcimer Clubs 


We meet every second Saturday at 
10 a.m. at Elizabeth Baptist Church in 
Shelby, North Carolina. 


Do you have about the same level of expertise 
in playing? 

The expertise among club members 
varies greatly. We encourage beginners 
to come and join us. 


Do you all bring music to play at 
random, or are sessions more 
like a class? 

We generally learn two 
new pieces each month. (I 
post them at jcdulcimer. 
com.) Our format is pretty 
much like a classAworkshop 
with me teaching most of the 
time. We are beginning to 
jam a little now, but we don’t 
do much. 


Do you use tablature? 
Our club generally uses tab, but we 
do play some pieces without tab. 


How many players attend each session? 

We have about eight or nine that 
I would call regular members. Atten- 
dance varies from season to season, but 
we generally have about eight to fifteen 
players. 


Do you sponsor workshops, inviting others, or 
keep it pretty much “at home?” 

We host two workshops every year: 
an all-day event in the winter (The Mid- 
Winter Dulcimer Festival) and one in 
October in conjunction with the Art of 
Sound Festival sponsored by our Cleve- 
land County Arts Council. 


Do you play mostly in DAd or do you use 
other tunings? 

Most of what we play is either in 
DAd or DGd. 


Do you have other instruments on a regular 
basis, or only at designated times? 

We generally have only mountain 
dulcimers unless I bring my guitar. 


Sweet Sounds Dubeime: House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 


Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's,Jewelry, 


Barry & Linda Evans 


11129 Hwy 90 West 

Beaumont, Tx 77713 

phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


Mae The 30 AED MIRC Amgen fe 


LAP DULCIMER & 
HAMMERED DULOMER 


pp Steeag Chet Rae Arte Ada md ee Koma 


Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 
of our own design, and much more. 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 


INTRODUCING: The NEW 
TUNES N° TABS 


—_ SACIRIEID IIDITION § 


More than 50 favorite hymns and sacred tunes arranged for 
Lap Dulcimer and Hammered Dulcimer in easy-to-read, Fi- 
nale © software-generated tab and manuscript. Prepared and 
published by arranger, teacher and performer, 
RebeccaAskey of the Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Society. 


TO ORDER: Please send $15.00 ($13 = $2 s&h) to: Rebecca 
Askey, 134 East Winding Hill Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 


Also Still Available: The Original “TUNES N’ TABS” Dulcimer Book - 120 assorted tune arrange- 
ments. Over 150 pages for Lap and Hammered Dulcimer. Price only $15.00 + $2.00 postage and handling. 


Contact Information 
Foothills Dulcimer Club 
Joe Collins 
1010 Castlewood Drive 
Shelby NC 28150 
704-484-8414 
dulciman@bellsouth.net? 
jcdulcimer.com/club/foothills.htm 


New Century Dulcimer Ensemble 


The New Century Dulcimer 
Ensemble was invited to perform at 
the Silver Dollar City October 2005 
Festival of American Music and Crafts 
in Branson, Missouri. In addition to 
traditional dulcimer tunes, a cowboy 
medley (including “Ghost riders in the 
Sky”) was presented for Silver Dollar 
City’s Tribute to the American Cow- 
boy. All members of the ensemble play 
mountain dulcimer, with some members 
doubling on other instruments such as 
hammered dulcimer, guitar, harmonica, 
string bass, strum stick and the ginger, 
baritone, bass and banjo dulcimers. The 
group meets once a week in Warrens- 
burg, Missouri. 


Contact Information 

New Century Dulcimer Ensemble 
Jeannie Foster 

366 NE Hwy E 

Warrensburg MO 64093 
660-747-7555 
artiste747@hotmail.com 


Utah Mountain Dulcimer Enthusiasts 

Interested in forming a dulcimer 
club in the Salt lake City/Farmington 
area? Please call Holly at 801-502-6506 
or email me at hjgoodale@yahoo.com. 
I would like to form a group to play a 
variety of music and share techniques 
and tunes. 


Alabama 
Landmark Dulcimer Club 


John H. Farmer 

616 County Road 726 

Enterprise, AL 36330 
334-393-2045 
farmerj@alaweb.com 

lst Saturdays HD, MD, Autoharp 


Indiana 

Shawnee Valley Dulcimer Society 
Bonnie Stokes 

3037 New Trenton Road 
West Harrison IN 47060 
812-637-5165 
bkdsgms@wmconnect.com 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays 


Ohio 

Ohio River Strummers 
Deanna Motts 

7199 State Route 136 
West Union OH 45693 
937-544-0694 
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dulcimersetc@yahoo.com 
Call/email for meeting info 


Texas 

Phoenix Area Mountain Dulcimer Players 

Amy Clair 

250 Rainbow Drive #15062 

Livingston TX 77399 

214-415-9333 

home.earthlink.net/~abclair 
phydulcimerplayers 

2nd & 4th Saturdays 


DPN Dulcimer Club Coordinator 
Wanda Gardner 
gardnerwj@verizon.net€3 


Jim Curley’s 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
12710 Shawnee Mission Parkway 
Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
(913) 962-9711 


www.mountainmusicshoppe.com 


Dealership: 
MeSpadden 
SongBird 
Master Works 
I Jeering 
Chuck Lee 
Bart Reiter 
Mike Ramsey 
Goldtone 
Vega 

Alvarez 
Martin 
Bourgeois 
Lanikai 
Magic Fluke 
Mahalo 
Kentucky 
Michael Kelly 
Summit 
Weber 
National 
K&K Pickups A/a 
Ultrasound 
Many More... 


Old Time, Bluegrass & Vintage Instruments, 
Accessories, CDs, Cassettes, Books, 
Miscellaneous, Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 


Lessons * Repairs 
Buy * Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 


OLD CAPITOL TRADITIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
September 22-23, 2006 
O’BANNON WOODS STATE PARK, 7240 OLD FOREST ROAD, CORYDON INDIANA 47112 


Featuring , “ Half-Way Home” 
Tull Glazener, Molly McCormack, Jon Hall 


Friday night Concert in the Class A campground Mountain Dulcimer workshops, all levels 
Hammered Dulcimer workshop 

Friday night hot dog roast and jamming Guitar workshop 

Saturday Events Saturday night Concert at the Nature Center 

Build your own Limberjack Workshop (small Jamming 

fee) 


Come join us for a fun filled weekend in the Park! The Group Camp has a mess hall, 2 bath houses, 2 bunk houses (bring your own 
bedroll), community building, fire pit, pitch a tent space & shelter house. Workshops and Concerts are FREE. Meals will be provided 
in the Mess Hall for a reasonable fee. You must Pre-register by September 8th for the bunk house, tent space and meals. Contact 
Festival Chairman Kathy Weathers at 812-951-3042 or kweathers@jelly.toast.net. Or you can stay in your own RV in the Class A 
Campground facilities. 

For Class A Campground reservations, call 866-622-6746, property # 622 or www.camp.in.gov For Hotels, check with Best Western 
812-738-4192, Holiday Inn Express 812-738-1623 or Hampton Inn 812-738-6688. Hotels are 12 miles from the Park. For more 
information on the festival and activities contact Kathy Weathers above, or www.corydondulcimersociety.org 

Please bring a chair for all activities! !!! 
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State Theater Complex N ° eu ¥ 
DULCIMER CLUB 209 West Dixie Ave « Adoyful Noise yr 
ELIZABETHTOWN, KENTUCKY, USA Hlizabethtown, coy A A Gift from God 
« Joining Country Strings 
Larry Conger 
Karen Mueller sini 
Karen Ashbrook and Paul Oorts 6th Annual 
Heartland Dulcimer Club Old-Time Gospe! Music Retreat 


October 13 - 15, 2006 


All Events at the State Theater Complex Palestine, Ohio 
Friday Evening: Instructor concert and open jam, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday: Workshops, vendors, and open mic, 9:00 a.m. Workshops, Sharing Sessions, & New Music for 
Saturday Evening: Concert, 7:00 p.m. MD, HD, Autoharp, & other acoustic instruments 


“Saturday Nite Community Gospel Sing” 
Cost: $30, full weekend pass Jeeeik 
$25, advanced registration weekend pass 
$10 Saturday evening concert only For information, call Joyce at 937-216-2002 
For Information or Registration: Also visit or contact us at: 


Heartland Dulcimer Club http:/Avww.heartlanddulcimerclub.org 
cs gospelretreat@yahoo.com 
Brochure Mailing: 


Cbtamplin1 @aol.com or losnotes@alltel.net www.geocities.com/gospelretreat 


August 5-6 ¢ Highlands Ranch, CO 
Colorvado Scottish Festival. HD & MD 
competition. Info: Tina Gugeler, 
720-890-0552, tgugeler@earthlink.net. 
August 10-13 ¢ Belleville, IL 

Gateway Dulcimer Music Festival. 
(Formerly the Great River Road Festi- 
val) HD, MD open stage, concerts, 
workshops, jamming. State contests 

for HD, MD. Info: Sharon Hargus, 
618-651-8271, hargus65@hometel.com, 
gatewaydulcimer.org. 

August 11-12 ¢ Little Rock, AR 

Little Rock Dulcimer Getaway. MD work- 
shops for all skill levels, concert. Info: 
Bob Bruce, 501-922-2797, robjbruce@ 
cox-internet.com or Jim Munns, 
501-765-1131, jimmunns@phbcar 
kansas.com, 


th 


August 11-13 ¢ Salem, WV 

Dulcimer Weekend at the Depot. 
Workshops (MD, HD), concert, and 
jamming. Info: Linda Sigismondi, 
740-446-9244, Isigis@earthlink.net, 
lindasigismondi.com/fnsdulcimer.html 
August 17-19 ¢ luka, MS 

Magnolia Dulcimer Club Fall Festival. 
Workshops, open stage, vendors, 
potluck supper. Info: Ruby Strickland, 
903 E. Linden St., Corinth MS 38834, 
662-286-0197, sunny@nadata.net. 
August 18-20 ° West Dover, VT 
Dulcimer Daze. MD focus. Open stage, 
workshops, concerts. Info: Folk Craft 
Music, PO Box 88, Jacksonville, VT 
05342. 802-368-7437, swewater@ 
sover.net. 


August 20-26 e Washington, ME 
Meadowlark Music Camp. HD, MD, 
other folk instruments. Classes, con- 
certs, jamming. Info: Jerry Bryant, 25 
Columbia Dr., Amherst MA 01002, 
413-256-6606, meadowlarkmusic 
camp.com. 


Annual Colorado 
Dulcimer Festival 


Summer 2006 = 7 


EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 


November —January issue: 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb. 

Deadline: August Sth 


February —April issue: 
Events from 2nd weekend of Feb. 
through the 2nd weekend of May 

Deadline: November 5th 


May — July issue: 

Events from 2nd weekend of May 
through Labor Day weekend 
This is our largest yearly calendar 
Deadline: February 5th 


August — October issue: 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Aug. 
through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
Deadline: May 5th 


Continued on next page. 


The Sixth Annual 
Heritage Dulcimer Camp 


re 


Me& 
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Ken Kolodner & Janita Baker with 


A 


Erin Rogers, Tina Gugeler, Bonnie Carol & Steve Eulberg 


MOUNTAIN 
MUSIC, INC, 


WorRKSHOPS 
CONCERTS 
JAMMING. 


Hosted by: Steve Eulberg 

Owl Mountain Music, Inc. 
1281 E. Magnolia, Unit D#188 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 
(970)-472-1352 


WWW.OWLMNTNMUSIC.COM 
STEVE@OWLMNTNMUSIC.COM 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 


Novice through Advanced Classes 


July 22-27, 2007 
Parkville, Missouri 


for information contact: 
Sharon Lindenmeyer 
405 Court, Ellsworth, KS 67439 
(785) 472-4285 ¢ slndmyr@carrollsweb.com 
http://www. heritagedulcimercamp.org 


THE MEMPHIS DULCIMER 
GATHERING & 
FOLK FESTIVAL 2006 


September 29 - 30, 2006 


featuring Janita Baker, Larkin 
Kelley Bryant, Lee Cagle, 


Larry Conger, Jim Miller, Karen 
Mueller, Don Pedi, 


Bill Taylor & Rick Thum 


Calvary Episcopal Church 
102 Second Street 
Memphis, TN 38104 


$90 for both days 
$45 for one day 
(2 days $75 with paid registration 
postmarked by Aug. 31) 


Contact Lee at 901-372-0510 
www.MemphisDulcimer.com 


Aug 28-Sept 3 ¢ Missouri Valley, IA 
Old-Time Country Music Contest and 
Festival. HD, MD, other instruments. 
Contests, workshops, jams. Info: Bob 
Everhart, PO Box 492, Anita IA 50020, 


712-762-4363, oldtimemusic.bigstep.com. 


August 24-27 ¢ Midland, Ml 

Midland Dulcimer Festival. HD, MD 
jamming, workshops, concerts, dance. 
Info: Margaret Loper, 989-684-1499, 
loperme@aol.com, John Skaryd, 
989-781-0849, skaryds@dulcimers.com. 
August 25-27 e New Albany, MS 
Annual Fall Festival presented by 

the North Mississippi Dulcimer Asso- 
ciation. HD, MD. Info: Forrest Smith, 
662-728-5448, forsmith@bellsouth.net. 


August 25-27 e Brasstown, NC 
Learn To Play the Mountain Dulcimer. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown NC 28902, 800-365-5724, 
folkschool.org. 


Aug 27-Sept 2 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Beginning Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown NC 28902, 800-365-5724, 
folkschool.org. 


September 8-9 © Morton, MS 

Central Mississippi Dulcimer Association 
Fall Festival. MD jamming. Info: Carl 
Woolery, 601-732-8238, cwoolery@bell 
south.net or Bonnie Lewis, 601-536-2608. 


September 8-10 ¢ Harpers Ferry, WV 
Upper Potomac Dulcimer Festival. Work- 
shops, classes, concerts, jam sessions for 
all levels of HD players. Info: Joanie 
Blanton, PO Box 1474, Shepherdstown 
WV 25443, 304-263-2531, updf@earth 
link.net, dulcimerfest.org. 


September 13-17 ¢ Winfield, KS 

Walnut Valley Festival. National contests 
for hammered and mountain dulcimers 
and other instruments. Workshops, con- 
certs, all-night jams. Info: Walnut Valley 
Association, PO Box 245, Winfield KS 
67156. 620-221-3250, wvfest.com. 


Located on the Eastcoast 


Pinelands Folk Music Center 


11 White Street 
Mt.Holly NJ O8060 
609-518-7600 
Dulcimer Sales & Lessons 
Dusty Strings, Rick Thum, 
Master Works, Folkcraft, 
McSpadden, EvoHarp 
Rich Carty is now retired 
and available for lessons, 
festival bookings, & Programs. 
email:dulcimerguy@net-gate.com 
Native Flutes oe” 
Harmonicas 
CD's & Accessories 
Visa/MC/Amex&Disc 
Paypal or check 


A Storefront business 
since 1992 ee 


www.pinelandsfolkmusic.com 


Become a Music Pzactitioneé™ | 
MHTP” Summer 
in the Hudson Va 


August 6 to 11, 2006 
Pumpkin Hollow Farm, Craryvilk 


www.pumpkinhollow.org 


Offering both MHTP. Modules 1 2 
retreat setting. Enjoy special even 
yoga, meditative walks, a peacefu 
sanctuary, labyrinth and delici 
beautifii] Taconic/Berkshi 

MHTP classes. 


For information and 


The Music for Healing & Transition Program™ 


“Training musicians to provide live, therapeutic music at the bedside” 


Classes offered at 15 sites in 2006-7. For a comprehensive 
brochure outlining the courses and a current schedule of 
classes and locations, please contact: 


2 
(©%.) The Music for Healing & Transition Program 
\\y 
pr 


u“ 


22 West End Road, Hillsdale, NY 12529 
518-325-5546 * mhtp@bcn.net * www.mhtp.org 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


We’re taking a year off of producing 
the Sawdust Festival in 2006. Join us 
for a weekend of camping, jamming, 


see ON f 5 3B eee c KAGE cooking and armadillo chasing the 


New 15-14 Laminated top week immediately after Winfield - 


with maple bridges 
de\ & stained all over, September LS = 22, 
Mo Case, Stand = aoe, But, stay tuned for information about a 
my a 
This is the perfect package for a possible Sawdust 2007. 
begi dulci l 


Master Works 


Bennington, 
Oklahoma 


Hand-crafted Musical Instruments designed by Tussell Cook 


David James 


1986 Dana Hamilton near é 
1989 


Bien ca Hun is ees ee ae 3 4 WALT NPALEY 
Randy Zombola i ae dt BonmeC aro) WINFIELD, KANSAS 


1990 
1988 1993 Russell Cook with 2005 National Champion - Max ZT 


~ 
if 
Z 


We were pr oud when these Joshua Messick Carey Dubbert 
6 ° . ; 1992 
National Hammer Dulcimer Champions ** nag cts 
chose Russell Cook/Master Works ReneeLinatot rneille Reilly 
dulcimers as their Grand Prize. 1994 1997 


We would be proud for YOU to choose us too. — www.MasterWorksOK.com 


Whe Beat of the Vaster Works 


“t\ 
Two new sampler CDs {@giPilgeenmia DA MI ERS 
es (7 ff \ 
‘= $y,  ESy ~~ : SS 


featuring 22 National 
Champions. Selections 
from their finest 
recordings compiled together 
in two GREAT CDs 


Take advantage of comparing the 
playing styles of numerous champions 
“side by side” on a single CD! 


Hammer Dulcimer gra? 
CD features: wor" 


Bonnie Carol, Russell Cook, 


Dan Duggan, Scott Freeman, : 
Princess Harris, Brenda Hunter, Mountain Dulcimer 


Jamie Janover, David Mahler, CD features: Detachable pedal that can be located anywhere when you play 


Joshua Messick, David Moran, Linda Brockinton, Larry Conger, 
Mark Wade & Randy Zombola Gary Gallier, Les Gallier, Durable with no bulky springs to go out of adjustment 


~ Hollis Landrum, Kim McKee, 
$15 each or Mark Nelson, Scott Odena, Small & Light - instrument still fits in regular case 
Mark Tindle & Lloyd Wright 
oth for $25 woSHE 
b f $ *Shipping - $2.50 for one or $3 for both. Accurate top to bottom * Can be retrofitted * Quiet 


580-847-2273 —www.MasterWorksOK.com — info@MasterWorksOK.com 


September 15-17 ¢ Lancaster, OH 
Harmony Harvest Campout. Workshops 
(MD, HD, and other instruments), jam- 
ming, potluck dinner, open stage. Info: 
Alyce Stoops, 614-882-4215, als5367@ 
hotmail.com. 


September 16 ¢ Fairmont, WV 

West Virginia Mountaineer Dulcimer Club 
Fall Meeting. Jamming, pot luck lunch, 
open stage (HD, MD). Info: Patty 
Looman, 1345 Bitonti St., Star City, WV 
26505, 304-599-5343. 


September 16 ¢ Dana Point, CA 

Harvest Festival of Dulcimers. HD, MD, 
other instruments. Workshops, concerts, 
jamming. Info: 562-861-7049, scdh.org. 
September 17 ¢ Huntsville, AL 

Mountain Dulcimer Festival. Workshops, 
open stage, vendors. Info: Damon 
Nolin, 256-880-8197. 

September 17-22 ¢ Louisville, KY 
Kentucky Dulcimer on the Ohio. An 
Elderhostel event for Appalachian 
dulcimer. Info: Maureen Sellers, 


—_——@iee—_—— 
JOURNEY TO THE HEARTLAND 
Hammered Dulcimer & Fiddle 

be gas & Cancert 


812-945-9094, MaureenSel@aol.com, 
elderhostel.org. 


September 22-23 ¢ Pineville, KY 

30th Annual Great American Dulcimer 
Convention (MD, HD). Workshops, con- 
certs. Info: Pine Mountain State Resort 
Park, 1050 State Park Rd., Pineville KY 
40977, 800-325-1712, pinemountain 
park.com. 


Spetember 22-23 ¢ Corydon, IN 

Old Capitol Traditional Music Festival. 
Workshops, open stage, concerts, 
jamming. Info: Kathy Weathers, 
812-951-3042, kweathers@jelly 
.toast.net. 


1 KOLODNER 


SEPTEMBER 22-23 
Bettendorf, Iowa 


September 22-23 Bettendorf, IA (Quad Cities of E. Iowa & W. Ilincis) 
Journey to the Heartland. HD and fiddle Foo ee : 
workshops and concert. Info: Jeff Nay- at Redeemer Lutheran Church 


adley, PO Box 42, West Chester IA M01 lethal lane 


52359, 319-698-2036, jeffn@lisco.com 
or friendsonote@yahoo.com, freewebs 
.com/fon05/. 


wide Hedieckscomn /fu005/ 
Hosted by Friends of Note Dukcimer Chul 
friendsofnote @ yahoo.com 
319-698-2036 or 563-355-7778 


Southwest Acoustic Music Gathering, October 20-22, 2006 


Pima Community College Center for Performing Arts 


Tucson, Arizona 


: . jain 
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Educating, Shaving G Uniting 
Livough the Goy Of, Mus 
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Hammered Dulcimer, Guitar; Harp; * srI0, 
Fiddle» Mountain Dulcimer, Man¢ ym & Autohar Pi 
Nightly Concerts!‘ 


Over Ninety Hours.of Woxksh ps 
f 
| 


y 


Ken Kolodner, Evo Bluestein, Tina Bergmann, Bryan Thomas, Dr. Jorge Pastrana, Stephen Seifert, 
Rick Thum, Randy Marchany, Wes Chappell, Laurie Riley, Bonnie Carol, Robert Force, Stefan George, 
Anna & Sam Guo, Lois Hornbostel, Dave Firestine, Alejandra & Hector Larios, & Dulcianna! 


For more information & tuition fees please visit our website at www.dulcianna.com 
Or contact Anna Duff at 520-885-2135 Email-Anna@ dulcianna.com 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL 


AUGUST 
DULCIMER 
DAZE 
AUGUST 18, 19, 20, 2006 
WEST DOVER, VERMONT 


FEATURED PERFORMERS 
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ATWATER & DONNELLY 


BEN SEYMOUR & BECKY CLELAND 
AS GINGERTHISTLE 


BILL COLLINS 


ar*k 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
WORKSHOPS BY 
DALLAS CLINE * GEORGE HAGGERTY 
LORI KEDDELL * CAROLLYNN LANGLEY 
BONNIE LEIGH * MARC MATHIEU 
NORM WILLIAMS 
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OPEN STAGE * SALES BOOTH 
MINI CONCERTS * JAMMING 

DULCIMER RENTALS * FOOD 

SATURDAY EVENING CONCERT 


FOR INFORMATION 
CALL OR WRITE 


FOLK CRAFT MUSIC 


P.O. BOX 88 
JACKSONVILLE, VT 05342 
802-368-7437 


E-Mail: swewater@sover.net 
www.augustdulcimerdaze.com 


September 22-24 ¢ Three Rivers, Ml 
Southwest Michigan Dulcimer Festival. 
MD, HD workshops, concert. Info: Bill 
Bosler, 574-298-8513, swmidulcimers 
@yahoo.com, geocities.com/swmi 
dulcimers/. 


September 24-30 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Intermediate Hammered Dutcimer. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown NC 28902, 800-365-5724, 
folkschool.org. 


September 27 ¢ Avella, PA 
Songwriting Workshop at Weatherbury 
Farm. Info: Weatherbury Farm, 
724-587-3763, folkmusic.weatherbury 
farm.com or dulcimore.org. 


Sept 29-30 ¢ Hamden, CT 

Nutmeg Dulcimer Festival. HD, MD 
workshops, jamming, concert. Info: 
Sam Edelston, 34 Daffodil Lane, Cos 
Cob CT 06807, 203-248-2053, info@ 
NutmegDulcimer.com, Nutmeg 
Dulcimer.com. 


Sept 29-30 ¢ Memphis, TN 

Memphis Dulcimer Gathering & Folk 
Festival. HD, MD. Info: Lee Cagle, 
901-372-0510, MemphisDulcimer.com. 


Sept 29-Oct 1 ¢ Avella, PA 

Singing with Mountain Dulcimer. Inter- 
midiate workshop. Info: Weatherbury 
Farm, 724-587-3763, folkmusic 
.weatherburyfarm.com. 


Sept 29-Oct 1 ¢ Pine Mountain, GA 
Great Georgla Peach Jam at FDR State 
Park. HD, MD, other instruments. Info: 
Peggy Martin, 770-974-1980, martin. 
pb@comcast.net. 


October 1-6 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Continuing Mountain Dulcimer: Folks 
& Tunes. Info: John C. Campbell 
Folk School, Brasstown NC 28902, 
800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


October 6-7 ¢ Topeka, KS 

Kaw Valley Dulcimer Club Fun Fest. MD, 
HD, guitar. Workshops, jams, concerts. 
Info: Cyndi Menzel, 785-357-5073, 
funfest@kvdc.org, kvdc.org. 


Want to make a Mountain Dulcimer? 


Check out Keith Young's two volume, three hour video "How 
to Make a Mountain Dutcimer". A book contains plans, 


procedures, lists of materials, tools and supplies, fret 
calculations, "secrets" and more. $59 plus $5 priority mail. 
More information at www.AppalachianDulcimers.com. 
Keith Young, 3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
phone: 703-941-1071, email: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


Dennis DenHartog 
Ph#: 260/484-9078 
www.folknotes.com 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
A Large Selection of Quality 

Folk Instruments-Great Prices 

See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
2329 Curdes Avenue 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


October 6-8 ¢ Avella, PA 

Beginning Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
Weatherbury Farm, 724-587-3763, 
folkmusic.weatherburyfarm.com. 


October 7 ¢ Waverly, TN 

Three Rivers Dulcimer Association Fall 
Festival. HD, MD, other acoustic instru- 
ments. Workshops, jamming, open 
stage. Info: Winona Browning, 505 
Pittle Warren Road, McEwen TN, 
931-582-8675, kwfarm11@wm 
connect.com. 


October 9-15 © Opp, AL 

Heart of Dixie Dulcimer Festival. MD, 
beginner classes, open stage, jam ses- 
sions. Info: Loretta Piland, 
334-493-7972, wetter@oppcatv.com. 


October 13-15 © Palestine, OH 

Old Time Gospel Music Retreat. HD, MD, 
autoharps, other acoustic instruments. 
Info: Joyce Harrison, 937-473-5143, 
gospelretreat@yahoo.com, geocities. 
com/gospelretreat. 


5th Annual 


Jefferson County Folk Music Festival 
on the Campus of 
Jefferson College, Hillsboro, MO 


October 20-21, 2006 
7 p.m. Friday: 


“Jamming in the Round” 
led by Linda Thomas and Dan Delancey 


9 a:m. Saturday Workshops: 
Hammered Dulcimer, Mountain Dulcimer 
Autoharp, Guitar, Banjo, Fiddle, Mandolin, 

Harmonica and Bass 


October 13-15 ¢ Decatur, AL 

Bea Morrow Memorial Camp & Jam. 
Point Mallard Campground. MD, HD, 
other acoustic instruments. Jams, les- 
sons, tune swaps. Info: Morgan County 
Dulcimer Association, Janet Hender- 
son, 18 Oak Hill Drive, Somerville AL 
35670, 256-353-4239, Jnendersonal@ 
msn.com. 


October 13-15 ° Avella, PA 

Advanced beginner/Intermediate Ham- 
mered Dulcimer Workshop. Info: Weath- 
erbury Farm, 724-587-3763, folkmusic. 
weatherburyfarm.com. 

October 19-22 ° New Harmony, IN 
Dulcimer Chautauqua On The Wabash. 
Workshops, jam barn, singing, 
concerts. Info: Maureen Sellers, 4708 
Corydon Pike, New Albany IN 47150, 
812-945-9094, MaureenSel@aol.com. 


October 20-21 ° Emlenton, PA 
Allegheny Dulcimer Retreat. HD work- 
shops, jamming, concert. Info: Phyllis 
Howard, 814-275- 3658, phoward@ 
clarion-net.com, or Sally Ringland, 
mdhd@csonline.net. 


Stringalong 
Weekend 


November 3-5, 2006 
Pre-Program Option, Nov. 2 


Olympia Resort 


60 min west of Milwaukee, WI 
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Folk Arts Vacation Retreat 
Classes - Concerts - Spa - Pool 


il 4 


Atwater Kolodner Brereton 
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Mabus Donohue 


Dover 


29 staff; mtn. & ham/’d. dulcimer, 
guitar, singing, dance, ecology, jams, 
crafts, drumming, banjo, autoharp, 
fiddle, song writing, instr building, 


open mike, stringband, mandolin 


7 p.m. Saturday Evening Concert 


$199+ includes all! 


(tuition, room/meals, concerts) 


Companion Program $119 


Larry Conger, Gary Sager, Kendra Ward, 
Linda Thomas, Dan Delancey, Janis Huff, 
Chris (Talley) Armstrong, Bobbie Worley, 
Jerry Rosa and Ken Jackson 


bor more information & registration, contact: Maxine Jinkerson, 
636-586-7663 or mspryj eearthlink.net or Shirley Bettis, 636-797-3840, 
5767 Timber Ln., Hillsboro, MO 63050 « Camping & motels nearby 


StringalongWeekend.com 
AnnSchmid@aol.com 


800-636-FOLK 
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WINDY RIVER 
CARDBOARD 
DULCIMERS 


Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 
24-1/4” wood fretboard, standard 
machine heads, very substantial. 
6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
Ideal for schools and beginners. 
Available with 3 or 4 strings, 
strung either lonian or Mixolydian. 


$ 50.00 


(Special prices for schools and 
organizations) 


Handcrafted music holders, music stands, 
and instrument stands. 


Dealer inquiries welcomed 


WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
PO BOX 493 
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 
forsmith@pbellsouth.net 
www, windpriver.org 


Walnut Valley Festival 


October 20-21 ¢ Hillsboro, M0 
Jefferson County Folk Accoustic Music 
Festival. HD, MD, autoharp, guitar, 
banjo, fiddle. Workshops, jams, concert. 
Info: Maxine Jinkerson, 636-586-7663, 
mspryj@earthlink.net, autaacoustics 
.com. 


October 20-22 * Tucson, AZ 

Southwest Acoustic Music Gathering. 
Workshops (HD, MD, Salterio, Yang- 
gin, guitar, harp, mandolin, autoharp) 
and concerts. Info: Anna Duff, 7608 
East Callisto Circle Unit 238, Tucson 
AZ, 85715, 520-885-2135, dulcianna.com 


October 20-22 ¢ Harpers Ferry, WV 
Upper Potomac Irish Music Weekend. 
HD, other insturments. Classes, conc- 
ers, ceili workshops. Info: Joanie 
Blanton, 304-263-2531, updf@earth 
link.net, irishmusicwknd.info. 


Octoher 27-29 « Launde Abbey, UK 
Nonsuch Annual Weekend sponsored 

by the Nonsuch Dulcimer Club. Work- 
shops (MD, HD). Info: Dorothy Leddy, 
2 Station Hill, Hampstead Norreys, 


35th National Flat-Picking Championships 


Entertainers: 

* John McCutcheon 

* Tommy Emmanuel 

* Stephen Bennett 

* The Wilders 

* Steve Kaufman 

* Tom Chapin w/ Michael Mark 
¢ Dan Crary & Thunderation 

* Pete Huttlinger 


* Chris Jones & The Night Drivers 
* The Waybacks 
* Adrienne Young & Little Sadie 


ADVANCE TICKETS GUARANTEE ADMISSION 


Advance Gate 
$75 $85 


Ticket Prices 

Full Festival (5-day) 
2-day Fri-Sat 
Sat-Sun 

Fri or Sat 

Thurs (Gate Only) 
Sun (Gate Only) 
*Children ages 6-11....$5 each. Payable at gate only. 


* Advance price mail ticket orders must be received by Aug, 24. 


* Pat Flynn, Buddy Greene & Friends 


* David Munnelly Band 

* Tim O’Brien Trio 

« The Greencards 

* Byron Berline Band 

¢ Marley’s Ghost 

* Spontaneous Combustion 
* Still on the Hill 

* Hot Strings 

* JoAnn Smith & Pocket Change 
¢ Cathy Barton & Dave Para 
* Misty River 


Only Full Festival ticket 
holders will be allowed on 
grounds prior to 
Thurs. Sept 14. 


Walnut Valley Association, Inc. 
918 Main/PO Box 245 
Winfield, KS 67156 
(620) 221-3250 
wvfest.com hq@wvfest.com 


No mail orders after August 24. No Refund 


Thatcham, Berkshire, RG18 ORS, 
UK, +441635 202831, nonsuch 
dulcimer.org.uk. 


October 27-29 ¢ Avella, PA 

Beginning Mountain Dulcimer Workshop. 
Info: Weatherbury Farm, 724-587-3763, 
folkmusic.weatherburyfarm.com. 


October 28 ¢ Cincinnati, OH 

Cincinnati Dulcimer Society Fall Festival. 
MD workshops, concert, jams, open 
stage. Info: Fran Booth, 4712 Duneden 
Avenue, Cincinnati OH 45236-3210, 
513-891-7037, franb4tunes@aol.com. 


Cctcher 29—Nov. 3 ¢ Avella, PA 
Advanced Beginning Mountain Dulcimer 
Workshop. Info: Weatherbury Farm, 
724-587-3763, folkmusic.weather 
buryfarm.com. 


November 2-5 ¢ Oconomowcc, Wi 
Stringalong Weekend, Concerts, work- 
shops, singing, and dancing. Dulcimer 
activities. Info: UMW Folk Center, 
Ann Schmid, 2950 N. Marietta Ave., 
Milwaukee WI 53211, 800-636-3655, 
AnnSchmid@aol.com. 


September 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 2006 


Winfield, Kansas 


* Mountain Smoke 
¢ Small Potatoes 
¢ Bluestem 

* Cadillac Sky 

* Dave Stamey 

* Bruce Graybill 
¢ Andy May 

* Bill Barwick 
«Roz Brown 

* Julie Davis 

¢ Barry Patton 

¢ Linda Tilton 


WORKSHOPS 
8 CONTESTS 
ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR 
4 STAGES IN OPERATION 


Well Policed Grounds 
No Animals, No Beer, No Alcohol, No Drugs. 
Due to noise, motorcycles are not allowed in 
campgrounds, but may park in designated 
parking area. 


November 3-4 ¢ Elizabethtown, KY 
Heartland Dulcimer Club Festival. 
MD, HD, guitar. Jamming, work 
shops, concerts. Info: Lorinda Jones, 
270-862-9747, cbtamlin1 @aol.com, 
heartlanddulcimerclub.org. 


November 3-5 ¢ Avella, PA 
Intermediate Hammered Dulcimer 
Workshop. Info: Weatherbury Farm, 
724-587-3763, folkmusic.weather 
buryfarm.com. 


November 5-11 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Building a Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, Brasstown 
NC 28902, 800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


November 5-11 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Continuing Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown NC 28902, 800-365-5724, 
folkschool.org. 


November 10-11 ¢ Stewart, OH 
Southeast Ohio Dulcimer Festival. MD, 
HD workshops, concert. Info: Jerry 
Rockwell, PO Box 79, Guysville OH 
45735, 740-662-3011, jcrmusic.com. 
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“Creating magic with dulcimers.” 


Backyard Mu 
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November 10-12 © Townsend, TN 
Smoky Mountain Dulimr Retreat. HD, 
MD. Workshops, concerts, jams. Info: 
Nancy Basford, 865-483-1121, jbasford 


Dulcimers 


a discoveret.org/ Banjos 
ai Folk Harps 


Sturdy instruments for travel, schools, 
and beginning players of all ages. 
Precut kits for novice builders. 

Books for beginners and their teachers. 


30 day money-back guarantee. Over 
20,000 dulcimers sold since 1980. 


One 12+ 
Simplicity Dulcimer Kit $50 $34 
Basic Banjo Kit $75 $48 
Folk Harp Kit $130 $99 


For more prices and details, visit us at 
BackyardMusic.com 
Backyard Music PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 03652-0047 or call 
203-281-4515 from 7 AM to 10 PM. 
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3 Tune books, CDs, & more... 


www. LalismanMusic.com 


September 29 - 30, 2006 
Hamden, CT 


Workshops, jamming, vendors, and concerts 


Robert Force 


Mountain Dulcimer 


Dan Landrum 


Hammered Dulcimer 


Lorraine & Bennett Hammond 


Mountain Dulcimer 
On hammered dulcimer....Heidi Cerrigione., Cliff Cole. Carrie Crompton, 
Tom MacKenzie, David Marks, David Neiman, Curt Osgood. Bob Wey 


On mountain dulcimer....A.J. Bashore, Heidi Cerrigione. Ron Ewing. 
Rudy Gabrielson, Carol Lehrman. Steve Miklos. 
Susan Trump, Owain Wilder 


Plus ...John Cerngione. Antoinette Montague. Chuck Scheffreen 


Just minutes from I-95, I-91, and the Merritt Parkway. Only 2 hours from New York and Boston! 2 1/2 hours from Albany! 
www.NutmegDulcimer.com #@ 203-248-2053 


Technical Dulcimer 


by Sam Rizzetta 


A Hammer Dulcimer Leg Stand 


here have been recent requests 
from folks wanting plans to 
make folding, portable stands for 
hammer dulcimers. It was diffi- 
cult to decide just how to answer, since 
I normally do not use folding stands. I 
don’t even recommend folding stands 
except as an inexpensive choice for 
small and budget instruments. 
The Dusty Strings TriStander, with 
removable telescoping legs, has been 
my stand of choice for as long as they 
have been available. However, I can 
sympathize with the desire for stand 
plans. A wood worker with a few 
tools might hope to save some money 
and make something a bit special. 
It is always nice to be able to say, “I 
made it myself.” So, I decided to offer 
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Brasstown, North Carolina 


John C. Campbell Folk School 


Explore weeklong and weekend classes year-round in 
craft and art, music, dance, cooking, writing, photography, 
storytelling,, pee) and nature studies. Both novice i 
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suggestions for making something I 
would make and use myself. 


Some History: 

In the 1970's I began making wooden 
legs that screw into the backs of dulci- 
mers to provide support. A single leg 
can screw into the middle of the back to 
hold a dulcimer up while the long side 
of the frame is balanced on the knees. 

I remember Malcolm Dalglish play- 

ing this way. This works okay on small, 
light-weight instruments and is extreme- 
ly portable. But it is not very comfort- 
able. As dulcimers got larger the single 
leg became even less practical. When I 
used three well-spaced legs, like a small 
table, the dulcimer became free stand- 
ing and very stable. I designed wooden 
brackets to hold the legs at angles so 
that the middle leg could be longer and 
provide a tilt to make the dulcimer eas- 
ier to play. Experiments with leg attach- 
ment locations led to other discoveries. 
When the leg brackets were attached in 
the ideal positions on a dulcimer back, 


Dulcimer with turned walnut legs for 
sit-down playing. 


the tone and volume of the dulcimer 
was better than with other stands. This 
was not noticeable on carpeted floors, 


Enjoy mountain and 
hammered dulcimer 
classes at the Folk School! 
2006 instructors include: 

e Ray Belanger © Bonnie Carol 
¢ Cris Crismore © Mark Edelman 
¢ Guy George ® Tull Glazener 
e Lorraine Lee Hammond 
e Lois Hornbostel ¢ Anne Lough 
¢ Gladys Nielsen ¢ Jeff Sebens 
e Betty N. Smith ¢ Jack Smoot 
e Susan Trump 


Join us for 
Dulcimer Celebration Week 
July 23-29, 2006 


Make your own mountain 
dulcimer at the Folk School! 


but was often dramatic on hard surface 
floors like wood or even concrete. 

At first I made wooden legs. They 
were fixed lengths and could be shorter 
for sit-down playing, or longer for stand- 
up playing. Legs were easily unscrewed 
from the dulcimer and stored in the case 
for extremely light-weight and compact 
portability. For John McCutcheon, and 
for myself, I outfitted dulcimers that 
could use telescoping camera monopods 
as legs. This became the ideal solution 
for a portable and versatile stand. With 
the legs screwed in place, the dulcimer 
could not be knocked off the stand and 
was almost impossible to tip over acci- 
dentally. Leg lengths could be changed 
to play standing or sitting and even 
adjust the angle of tilt. When removed, 
the telescoping legs could be collapsed 
to a small size to fit in the case. All in 
all, this provided absolutely the most 
portable and versatile and safe way to 
support a hammer dulcimer. 

My next step was to design leg 
brackets that were more sculptural and 


stronger than the wooden ones. I made 
patterns and cast the brackets in bronze. 
The three bronze brackets screw per- 
manently into the back of the dulcimer 
and have a threaded hole to accept the 
screws of camera monopods. I modified 
the monopods to use a heavier, stron- 
ger machine screw. The bronze castings 
looked great and were extremely strong, 
but they were a bit heavy and a lot of 
work to machine and finish. Ray Moo- 
ers of Dusty Strings Company used my 
casting patterns to cast brackets in lighter 
weight aluminum. A threaded steel insert 
was installed in the brackets for strong leg 
attachment, and a handsome, durable, 
black powder coat finish was added. To 
complete the package, Dusty Strings 
made up special light-weight, telescop- 
ing, black metal legs with the heavy duty 
attachment screws. They looked better, 
weighed less, and were more affordable 
than camera monopods of equal strength. 
Thus was born the TriStander system, a 
light-weight, portable, versatile, and safe 
way to support any hammer dulcimer. 
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The versatile features of the 
TriStander do come at a premium price, 
due largely to the difficulty and cost of 
engineering and fabricating the telescop- 
ing legs. Although the telescoping legs 
offer the great convenience of adjust- 
able length, tilt, and playing height, we 
can make do with legs of fixed lengths 
to save on cost. I sometimes still make 
wooden legs for the attractive beauty 
of wood grain. And Dusty Strings has 
kindly made the Tristander brackets 
available separately from the legs. Since 
the telescoping legs are the costly part, 
we can have an affordable stand by buy- 
ing the brackets and making our own 
set of three wooden legs. The result 
is still an extremely portable and safe 
stand, and the total cost can be less than 
buying a ready made folding stand that 
would be heavier, bulkier, and far less 
safe and secure for the dulcimer. I will 
discuss some options and the best ways 
to approach this stand project. 


Continued on next page. 


Jeremy Seeger 
Dulcimers 


Handcrafted dulcimers 
that give a life time 
of enjoyment & a 
life time guarantee. 


For a free full color 
brochure call 802-767-3790 
or visit 
www.jeremyseeger.com 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
PO Box 193, 
Rochester, VT 05767 


Tel: 802-767-3790 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com 
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Making Legs: 

As I write this, the current price for 
the Dusty Strings TriStander leg brack- 
ets is $89.00 for a set of three. See their 
DPN ads or website (dustystrings.com) 
for address and contact information. 
Make certain you also get the TriStand- 
er installation and leg use instructions. 

You will also need three hanger bolts 
with a 3/8 x 16 thread to attach the legs. 
Hanger bolts have a machine screw 
thread on one end and a wood screw 
thread on the other. The wood screw 
attaches to the wood leg and the 3/8 x 
16 machine thread fits the TriStander 
brackets. You should be able to find or 
order these at hardware stores, build- 
ing supply stores, woodworking supply 
stores, or catalog and online sources. If 
you can’t find hanger bolts, you can use 
lengths of 3/8 x 16 threaded steel rod 
epoxied into the legs. The epoxied rod 
should extend into the legs about two 
inches. If you cut your own lengths of 
threaded rod, any hacksaw cut ends that 
go into the brackets must be beveled 
with a grinder and cleaned up with a 3/8 
x 16 die. If you are not equipped to do 
this, then use only the prefinished ends 
of the threaded rod to screw into the 
brackets, and epoxy the rough, hack- 
sawed ends into the legs. 

For the legs any strong and clear 
grain hardwood can be used. Mahogany 
is nice as it is strong enough, but not 


15° angle 
Two brackets 
27° angle 


TriStander in use 


too heavy, and it turns and finishes eas- 
ily and attractively. You might choose a 
wood that matches your dulcimer. I’ve 
turned many legs from walnut which 
looks elegant with the black brackets, 
Legs can be made by carving, by saw- 
ing into hexagonal, or octagonal cross 
section shapes, or by turning on a lathe 
into a round cross section. If you have 
a lathe you will want to turn your legs, 
as that is generally fastest, easiest, and 
attractive. Use your imagination. Vari- 
ous types of ornamental turning design 
details can be used, although I think a 
rather simple turning looks best. 

It is important that the wooden legs 
be relatively large in diameter at the 
top—the end that screws into the dul- 
cimer brackets. This should be no less 
than 1-1/2 inches in diameter and can be 
as much as 2 inches in diameter. If you 
cannot get turning blanks large enough, 
glue them up from several layers of 
thinner boards. Legs can taper toa 
smaller diameter at the bottom and will 
be lighter and more attractive if you do 
this. A good minimum at the bottom is 
no less than 3/4 inch. 

Length will depend on your dulci- 
mer: whether you want to play standing 
or sitting, and what feels comfortable to 
you. My suggestion is to make legs only 
for sit down playing rather than the lon- 
ger legs needed for playing standing up. 
It is much easier and safer to make and 


use shorter legs, and your chance for 
success is greater. If you absolutely must 
have long, go for it; just be extra careful. 
For an average size dulcimer and an 
average tilt at sit down playing height, I 
recommend about 22 inches long for the 
two legs on the low, player’s side of the 
dulcimer, and about 27 to 29 inches for 
the middle leg on the high side. What 
works best for you and your dulcimer 
will depend on many factors. A good 
plan is to make them a bit long and 
install them to test the playing height 
with your favorite chairs. You can cut 
them shorter little by little until they 
are just right for you and your dulcimer 
in height and tilt. Since most chairs are 
about the same height, the lengths rec- 
ommended above will probably be close 
for a dulcimer that is 3 to 4 inches deep 
from back to the tops of the bridges. 
For stand-up leg heights you may have 
to experiment with what works for you. 
For reference, I am 5’ 7” tall and use 3 
legs of 35”, 35”, and 44” to play stand- 
ing with my larger dulcimers. Do not 
get too extreme with tilt. Make certain 
the dulcimer cannot easily tip over. The 
TriStander installation and use instruc- 
tions give important guidelines for this. 
The top of each leg must be perfectly 
flat and at right angles to the axis of the 
leg. The hole you drill in the leg for the 
hanger bolt must also be done carefully 
in line with the axis and exactly at right 


27” to 29” 


2 Pad 


Leg lengths 


angles to the top of the leg. I do this on 
a drill press, as it is difficult to do it with 
sufficient accuracy by hand. Optionally, 
you could drill a same size guide hole 

in small block of wood with a drilling 

jig or drill press and use the block of 
wood as a guide for hand drilling the leg 
hole. If the hole is more than one or two 
degrees off, the leg may not tighten to 
mate flat to the bracket. Strength and 
safety would then be compromised. Do 
not use a leg with this defect. Plug the 
hole and re-drill. 

Install each hanger bolt so that 3/8 
inch of thread protrudes from the leg. If 
you have difficulty screwing the hanger 
bolts into the wood without damaging 
the machine threads, then drill to a 
looser, slightly snug fit and use epoxy to 
hold the thread in the wood. The bolts 
must be very secure in the legs as there 
is a lot of force on them when the legs 
are installed. 


Another Option: 

If you don’t have a lathe and suffi- 
cient tools and wood, you can still make 
up your own relatively inexpensive legs. 
Unfinished screw-in furniture legs are 
available at many hardware, building 
supply, and wood working supply stores. 
With luck you can find the correct 
lengths for sit down playing or slightly 
longer legs that can be cut shorter. The 
wood can be stained and finished as you 


a 1-1/2” to oY 


choose. They are usually supplied with 
1/4 x 20 threaded hanger bolts. These 
are not strong enough and not a match 
for the brackets. Grip the bolts with a 
vise grip, back them out, and discard 
them. Install hanger bolts or rod with 


3/8 x 16 threads as described previously. 


Making a dulcimer leg stand isn’t 
difficult. The hard work is done for you 
by using TriStander brackets. There are 
just a few operations that you must do 
with some precision. You get to make 
the artistic decisions of choosing the 
wood and crafting the finished legs to 
complement your instrument. Your 
legs can be as simple or ornate as you 
choose. The result can be a beautiful 
and elegant way to support and display 
your instrument. As mentioned earlier, 
be certain to get the TriStander instal- 
lation and leg use instructions. These 
include important tips on positioning 
and installing the brackets correctly for 
best strength and tone, and for deter- 
mining safe tilt angles for playing. 


Happy hammering! 
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Leg dimensions —need two short legs and one long leg 
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The Art of Performing 


by Steve Schneider 


The Ins and Outs of Intros and Outros 


uch of what we love about the 

music we play, and even more so 

about the music we listen to, has 

everything to do with what’s hap- 
pening before, after, and around the 
melody. This includes the texture of 
the music (harmonies, accompaniment, 
instrumentation) and how it’s pre- 
sented (the arrangement). The melody 
is essential; but it’s often the context 
within which we hear the melody that 
demands our attention or catches our 
hearts and minds. 

In previous articles I've compared a 
piece of music to a well-prepared meal 
that includes an appetizer to whet our 
appetites, a main course (including 
broccoli) to satisfy our hunger and to 
keep us fit, and a dessert (preferably 
excellent dark chocolate) that leaves us 
with a sweet memory of the experience. 
This article deals with the appetizer and 
dessert, otherwise known in music lingo 
as the intro and outro. The intro and 
outro are like the frame surrounding a 
painting. The frame helps to define the 
space in which the artwork rests, and it 
also helps us to see the painting better. 
The frame directs our gaze to the right 
place, and it also enhances our recep- 
tion of the painting by its textures, col- 
ors, and its relationship to the painting 
it frames. 

“Intro” is short for introduction, 
which, for our purposes here, is some- 
thing that we play before we play the 
melody —the appetizer. It invites the 
listener to attend to a piece of music, 
in a sense, before the actual music 
begins. The intro also creates a sense of 
expectation, one that is happily satisfied 
when you begin playing the actual piece 
that the intro introduces. 

Playing an intro is a way of getting 
your audience’s attention so that they 
are fully primed and prepared for what 
you are about to offer them. An intro 
gives the listener the opportunity to 
leave behind the everyday world and 


gradually enter into the experience of 
your music. It’s a way of saying, “Hey 
you guys... listen to this!” without utter- 
ing a word. A good intro prepares your 
audience for what is to come, like a 
foreword found in a favorite book. 

What makes a good intro good? The 
usual method for creating a coherent 
and clear intro is to borrow elements 
from the piece you’re arranging. The 
following suggestions are designed to 
create a working intro with few or no 
surprises. They are meant to serve as 
a starting place for learning to create 
your own intros, and, as such, will nec- 
essarily be neither daring nor creative. 

Consider creating your intro in the 
same key and meter as your piece. This 
gives your audience a hint of what’s to 
come, the opportunity to enter into the 
key and to begin to internalize (even 
move to) the meter before you play 
the actual piece. In this way, they are 
already in the key and meter by the time 
they hear the music for the first time. 

One of the easiest ways to create an 
intro is to simply borrow part of the 
piece. You can take the last phrase of 
the piece, if it’s in the same key as the 
beginning, or the last phrase of any 
part of the piece. Exampled is a piece 
I wrote, “Jonah’s Waltz.” Playing the 
last four measures of either the A part 
(measures 13-16) or the last four mea- 
sures of the B part (measure 30 to the 
end of the 2nd ending) would be a fine 
intro. In this piece, the two phrases are 
identical, but this is not always the case. 
The most important consideration is 
how well the phrase you choose for the 
intro feels appropriate. 

The intro will usually be a phrase 
that is 4 or 8 measures long. However, 
it can be as long or as short as you wish 
as long as you’re conveying some sense 
of the piece to your audience. Other 
options include simply playing a V 
chord (dominant—an A chord in the 
key of D, for example) as an arpeggio 
(usually in the meter of the piece) ora 
block chord. The V chord says, “Let’s 
go to the tonic,” so it will satisfy the the 
listener when you arrive. 

There are ways to help your audi- 
ence differentiate your intro from the 


actual piece. One way is to ritard (grad- 
ually slow down) as the intro comes 

to a close. Another way is to leave a 
space (enough for at least one breath) 
between the intro’s last note and the 
first note of the piece. This space could 
occur in time (giving it a certain num- 
ber of beats within the meter), or it 
could be extended —as though there 
were a rest with a fermata over it, leav- 
ing a significant space between the intro 
and the piece. 

When you finally start playing your 
piece, it should be clear to the audience 
as to what was the intro and what is the 
piece. You can achieve this by differen- 
tiating the two. For example, you could 
play the intro at a different dynamic 
level from the piece (play the intro soft- 
er, for example), or you could play it 
in a different octave (play it higher, for 
example). You can also create an intro 
by playing an entire section or phrase 
of the piece rubato—a sort of “elastic” 
tempo. Music played rubato is more 
dreamy and, without a clear meter, time 
seems to have slowed down or become 
groggy. 

Another method of creating an intro 
is to play the chord progression of the 
piece without the melody. You can do 
this for just the last phrase or even of 
the whole piece while employing the 
techniques mentioned above (ritard 
and leave a space, for example). 

The outro, also known in musical 
circles as the coda, is a sort of after- 
thought that is added to the piece —the 
dessert. It’s a way of bringing the music 
in for a “safe landing” after the journey. 
All the techniques that are appropriate 
for the intro work for the outro as well, 
except that it needs a definitive end- 
ing: usually on a I or tonic chord (D in 
the key of D, for example). A common 
practice for the outro is to play it quiet- 
er as you slow it down. You can repeat 
the last phrase (consider changing the 
octave, as with the intro) and end on 
the I chord (unless you want to keep 
your audience hanging and unresolved). 

You can make up your own intro and 
outro by composing something using 
the guidelines mentioned above. If you 
can, write your experiments down on 


music manuscript paper. Next best is to 
record your efforts, and then listen back 
to see what works and what doesn’t. 

Intros and outros aren’t mandatory. 
Use them at your discretion, creating 
different types for different pieces. 
Sometimes it’s more effective to start 
a piece with the melody right away, 
stark and raw—cutting to the chase 
at the outset. It can be exciting just 
jumping into the piece. How do the 
players/arrangers enhance a particular 
piece? Listen to some of your favorite 
recordings and you will hear different 
and effective techniques for creating 
wonderful intros and outros. 

Please write to me at performance@ 
steveschneider.com about your musi- 
cal and performing adventures or with 
any questions or comments about this 
column. And don’t forget to stay in 


tune. @ 


LONG-DISTANCE-LEARNING 


Your chance to work with a master teacher 
in your home no matter where you live. 


LoNG-DISTANCE-LEARNING, with renowned player and teacher 
Steve Schneider, is designed to facilitate your musical growth through 
* personally tailored hammered dulcimer lessons. You work in your 
home, at your convenience, and you choose the goals for each lesson. 


| Lessons are conducted through an exchange of audio or video 


prove. You will receive constructive and valuable feedback, 
© get new ideas, and be given personalized exercises and 
“music to practice. 
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For more details, contact Steve Schneider at 
1-888-DULCIMER or LDL@steveschneider.com, 
or visit his website at www.steveschneider.com. 


LEARN HOW TO RX 
PRACTICE MORE EFFECTIVELY 


DEVELOP 
YOUR MUSICALITY 


GAIN GREATER 
SPEED AND ACCURACY 


Congratulations! 
Sue Carpenter 
Of Quinlan, Texas 
2005 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 
Sue’s Website is: 
Suecarpenter.net 


Sue is shown receiving the first prize Koa 
Custom Dulcimer as the Winner of the 2005 
National Mountain Dulcimer Championship. 


Dulcimer Shoppe is pleased to be able to 


sponsor the National Championship and 
provide the award instruments. 


The Dulcimer Shoppe is home to McSpadden 
mountain dulcimers and the Evoharp. We take 
pride in building these fine instruments and in D 
providing the utmost in customer service and 
support. Visit us in Mountain View, AR or 
one of the many dealers that offer their 
customers the quality and value of MeSpadden 
and Evoharp. 


ulcimer Shoppe, Inc. 
Hand Crafting McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 
And Evoharps 
PO Box 1230 1104 Sylamore Ave. 
Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 
Phone 870-269-4313 FAX 870-269-5283 
McSpaddenDulcimers.com 
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ulcimers 


by Judith Dunlore 
Halcyon, California 


Inspiration on a Russian Riverboat 
Several years ago, I took a riverboat 
trip from Moscow to St. Petersburg. 
One of the memorable experiences 
on that tour was a performance by a 
kantale orchestra. They played Rus- 
sian folk music and classical literature. 
Though plucked with the fingers, the 
kantale is similar to the hammered 
dulcimer. The sound of this ensemble 
was so striking that I wanted to take it 
home. Back in Long Beach, California, 
I set about accomplishing just that by 
asking myself a long list of questions. 


Who can | get to play? 

I had a few students so I started 
there, and members of a local practice 
group were enthusiastic to try. I passed 
out invitations at the California Tradi- 
tional Music Society Summer Solstice 
Festival as they probably have the 
greatest number of hammered dulci- 
mer players in southern California. 

I had to decide if I was going to 
audition players or extend an open invi- 
tation. I decided to have arrangements 
that would have at least one begin- 
ning-level part, so we could include as 
many players as possible. As the group 
developed, people decided for them- 
selves whether or not it would work for 
them. Some of the more skillful players 
that I would have chosen at an audi- 
tion decided it was going to take too 
much work to prepare for the rehears- 
als. Others that might not have been 
chosen at an audition were stimulated 
by the experience and improved their 
playing so much that now, two years 
later, I don’t have to accommodate an 
elementary level of playing. 

We now have a lean, mean member- 
ship of seven. These dedicated players 
come to rehearsals well-prepared and 
keep improving their playing skills and, 
thus, our ensemble’s musicianship. 


When are we going to practice and how 
often? 

Sunday afternoons were always a 
time for my recreational activities, so 
I scheduled a rehearsal then, once a 
month. It has remained a schedule to 
which people can commit, especially 
since several drive a long distance. 


Where are we going to practice? 

We started out at a local Coffee 
Tavern. When it became cramped, I 
noticed that there was a community 
room at our local Jan’s Antique Mall. 

I asked what was involved in using 

the space for our rehearsals, and Jan 
offered to let us use it at no charge with 
one stipulation; that we leave the doors 
open so their patrons might enjoy the 
music. 

The area was large enough to 
accommodate us and was acoustically 
more favorable than the Coffee Tavern. 
Steve and Jan Greenup have been very 
supportive. We return their support by 
listing them on our programs and doing 
a concert for them each year. 


What are we going to play? 
It was not likely that Mel Bay 
would have a collection of Dulcimer 


Orchestra pieces, so I set about arrang- 
ing appropriate music for our group. 
I have experience arranging choral 
vocal music since the voice is my main 
instrument and profession. However, 
I had much to learn about hammered 
dulcimer ensemble arrangements. In 
general, the main problems concern the 
timbre of the instrument and the long 
sound decay. I had to make sure that 
the voices were distinct and didn’t blur 
together. 

I used canons, countermelodies 
and partner songs, sometimes adding 
chordal rhythm patterns. Today we are 
able to perform more intricate arrange- 
ments that come closer to an orchestral 
style. 


How can we make the best use of one 
rehearsal a month? 

We must be prepared and stay on 
task. 

I get the music to the players ahead 
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of time. I record a rehearsal CD with 
parts played both separately and 
together. Members come to rehearsal 
knowing their parts; then we put every- 
thing together and start the musical 
shaping. 

We have to make sure that we don’t 
get so thrilled with seeing each other 
and spend more time talking than play- 
ing. Those who are more interested in 
the social than the musical soon excuse 
themselves from the group. 


Where will we perform? 

We started out at churches, retire- 
ment homes, street fairs, home tours 
and Christmas Festivals. After two 
years, we recorded a commercial CD, 
and that gave us a better promotional 
packet. We were invited to dulcimer 
festivals, community concert series and 
to the California Traditional Music 
Society’s Summer Solstice Festival. 

I might add that the recording ses- 
sion was a challenge for the engineer 
to mic seven dulcimers! It took a few 


sessions before we found the right for- 
mula and microphones. 


Where do we go from here? 

The time has come for my husband 
and me to fulfill a long time desire to 
live on the California Central Coast. 
Even with all the excitement of life’s 
new adventure it was still painful to 
leave such a special group of people 
and players. However, I am comforted 
that the Dulcimers of Dunlore will 
continue under the able direction of 
Carol Burrill, growing their repertoire, 
increasing their skills and discovering 
new and wonderful places to play. 

I have started teaching dulcimer in 
the San Luis Obispo area and wonder 
how long it will take me to train players 
for a new ensemble. I am also trying to 
meet local players. 

We would like to encourage other 
players to form dulcimer orchestras. 

I am delighted to share my arrange- 
ments. They are reasonably priced 
and I group them according to their 


www.debbieporter.net 


Debbie Porter 
f __www.debbieporter.net 


Carter Family Tunes Enjoy great beginning 
and intermediate level Dulcimer arrange- 
ments of |2. of your favorite great Carter 
Family songs in DAD tuning, Includes CD! 
See website for complete list of tunes. 
(Tab Book with CD- $20, Shipping is Free 
for a limited time!) 


CD's: $15, Tapes: $10, Video w/ Tab: $20. 
Include $5 for S/H. 
All orders shipped Priority Mail. 


‘* Mana Muste 
12501 Tech Ridge Bivd, Suite 2138 
Austin, TX 78753 
877-856-2714, lyricsmama@aol.com 


Debbie Porter teaches Fretted Dulcimer 
(DAD Tuning) 90 min. 

For absolute beginners 

to novice level, II 

songs with a jam 

session at the end to 

give you a chance to 

use your new skills. 


Only $20 for 90 minutes of learning 
fun!’ (S&H-$5) 


Carter amily Tunes 


Check out website for great 
Dulcimer and Ukulele CDs 


Teaching Videos 


90 minute videos featuring “bird's eye view” camera 
angle and tab book. 


Building Your Repertoire on Fretted Dulcimer 
(DAD Tuning) 90 min. 
For Novice to Inter- 
mediate level, 20 
tunes carefully taught 
and fun dulcimer 
club jam session. 
~~ (Now on DVD) 


“ “Only $20 for 90 minutes of learning 
fun!” (S&H-$5) 
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playability (easy, medium and difficult). 
In the meantime, the Dulcimers 
of Dunlore are enjoying the novel 
position of being the only Hammered 
Dulcimer Orchestra to our knowledge. 
Members of the orchestra in order 
shown on photo: Judith Dunlore, 
Marcia Tyra, Jeni Goins, Carol Burrill, 
Janet Lewis, Diane Grady, Nina Collins. 


For more information on how to 
organize a dulcimer orchestra feel free to 
contact Judith Dunlore by email at dun- 
lore@juno.com. To order CD’s or engage 
the Dulcimers of Dunlore contact Carol 
Burrill at MRBurrill@aol.com. 


Music follows on next page. 


Harpsicle $295.00 
Great for beginners, 

it includes a teach 

yourself manual. 


41/2 hs, 3 V/2 octaves. 
Handcrafted in U.S.A. 


Available in colors (flavors.) 


222 Main Street, Rising Sun, IN 47040 
812/438-3032 
www.traditionalharps.com 


MiDI-Melodies 


Visit: www.dpnews.com 


Congress Reel 


© 2002 Judith Lynne Dunlore 


Traditional Irish 


Arr. Judith Lynne Dunlore 


arr. Judith Lynne Dunlore 


Amin 


G 


Ostinato | 


Ostinato 2 


Amin 


Al lead, A2 lead & bass 
Bl-lead B2 lead & bass 


2X add Ostinato 1 


Ist X 


3X add Ostinato 2 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com 
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“I felt there was a part of my 


mind and heart not being 
utilized spending long hours 
alone in a woodshop all day.” 


by Shan Cretin 
Santa Monica, California 


What got you started on the dulcimer? 

In 1965, my friend John Gonyea and 
I hitchhiked to the Newport (Rhode 
Island) Folk Festival. He had bogus 
press passes and we snuck into an 
afternoon concert. Suddenly there was 
Richard and Mimi Farina and Bruce 
Langhorne creating melodies and 
deep primal rhythms like I had never 
heard. Rumor had it they came from 
Big Sur and two years later I moved 
there, searching for the spirit of Richard 
Farina’s music. I began to make dulci- 
mers in Big Sur, designing them based 
on the feeling and sound I heard at 
Newport —as well as the magnificence 
of the ocean and coastline of Big Sur. 

It was at the Big Sur Folk Festival 
of 1968 that I sold Joni Mitchell one of 
three dulcimers I made for her. Joni’s 
appreciation of my work gave me the 
confidence to take myself seriously as a 
musician and musical instrument maker. 
A year later I moved to Northern Cali- 
fornia to study East Indian and Arabic 
drumming. Becoming a drummer had 
a huge impact on my percussive, high 
intensity strumming style of dulcimer 
playing. 

Even before Newport, a high school 
friend Susan Caust, a wonderful musical 
instrument maker and political activ- 
ist from Maine, made two dulcimers at 
Goddard College in the 60’s. I started 
playing music at age 7 but never real- 
ized that people made musical instru- 
ments, and especially that a girl could 
make a musical instrument. (This was 
the early 60’s!) I wanted to do that too, 
having done woodwork with my dad in 
our garage, and having avoided ballet by 
taking wood shop in elementary school. 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com 


Joellen’s music instruction book, Lapidus on Dulcimer, was published in 1978. 


How did you get introduced to music as 
a child? 

My grandfather played mandolin 
and my mother listened to Edith Piaf 
records while ironing. In summer camp 
I was mesmerized by a woman who 
played accordion. My school offered 
group accordion lessons in the 2nd 
grade and I was totally into it! 


Did your musical tastes change as a 
teen and young adult? 

I took up clarinet in junior high, 
because my accordion wasn’t allowed 
in the school band. In the summers 
you could hear all the kids on the block 
practicing their band instruments. 
Nobody had air conditioning. 

In the early 60’s, Susan (the same 
friend who had made the dulcimers) 
dragged me to Joan Baez concerts, 
Greenwich Village folk clubs and pro- 
test marches and inspired me to buy 
a guitar. I started singing and tried to 
fingerpick like Mississippi John Hurt. 

In 1965, after John and I snuck into 
the Newport Folk Festival, we hitch- 
hiked across Canada from Montreal to 
St. Johns, Newfoundland. When people 
saw our guitar and mandolin cases they 
took us into their homes, fed us and 
even gave us money. Coming from the 
paranoia of New York City life, I had 
never experienced that kind of hospital- 
ity, trust or love of music. 


When did you actually start building 
dulcimers? What influenced your work? 
Big Sur, 1967. My first dulcimer was 
shaped like a diamond so I could avoid 
bending anything. I didn’t have clamps, 
so I held it between my knees while the 
glue dried. I learned how to play on that 
instrument by imitating Richard Farina 
and by studying Jean Ritchie’s books and 
Joni Mitchell’s open tuning guitar style. 
The magnificence and raw natural 
beauty of Big Sur permeated all my 


early work. I dis- 
covered I could 
carve and taught 
myself how to 

do inlay. Freddy 
Mejia, an incred- 
ible flamenco 
guitar maker and 
guitarist, became 
my first instru- 
ment building 
teacher. He 
transmitted a 
love and sensitiv- 
ity for wood and 
musical instru- 
ment making 
that I will always 
carry with me. 


What about your Los Angeles based 
band, The Shimmering Orchestra? 

In 1973 I met an aspiring opera 
singer, Marie Adair. We formed the first 
Shimmering Orchestra to play a charity 
benefit. While playing around town we 
met another music group, Chunky, Novi 
and Ernie. Chunky and Novi joined us, 
with Chunky playing the Arabic drum 
with a hairbrush and Novi on the elec- 
tric viola. We were very serious and very 
silly. 

When Chunky and Novi’s group 
became more successful, they left and 
Carolynn Filet and Marcy Dicterow 
joined us. They were both violinists. 
Carolynn also played mandolin and 
ukelele. We played mostly my original 
music in a folk/ pop style with dashes of 
classical, Indian and Arabic motifs in 
the middle. It was comedic Fusion! We 
disbanded in 1978. 


| heard you left the music scene for 
awhile. What brought you back to us? 
After my music instruction book, 
Lapidus on Dulcimer, was published 
in 1978, I drifted away from the music 


scene and stopped building instruments. 
I became a cabinet maker and went 
through some pretty drastic personal 
changes, making a transition from a 60's 
hippy to an 80’s more responsible and 
well-balanced person. 

In 1984-5, going through the death 
and dying process with my mother, I was 
inspired return to school and become 
a psychotherapist. I felt there was a 
part of my mind and heart not being 
utilized spending long hours alone in a 
woodshop all day. I returned to gradu- 
ate school in 1996. Upon completion of 
a grueling six year doctoral program, I 
began to play music again. 

It began with klezmer music. I began 
playing my accordion and took some 
refresher clarinet lessons. Then I got 
invited to do a concert with Cyntia 
Smith at Boulevard Music in Culver 
City. There’s a funny story to that situa- 
tion, which actually launched my return 
to the dulcimer world. Gary Mandell, 
the owner of Boulevard Music, saw me 
at a party and thought I was Ruth Bar- 
rett, Cyntia’s former singing partner. He 


Continued on next page. 
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Available for the first time 
in nearly 30 years. 
Newly digitally re-mastered! 


Steve Eulberg’s 
Newest Recording & Book 
25 years of original songs and 
tunes for both kinds of dulcimer Music from the Dulcimer Duo 
Leo Kretzner & Jay Leibovitz 


Maggie's 
Music 


Announces 


America’s premier hammered dulcimer 
players...and their NEW CDs! 


Cottage in the Glen 
JODY MARSHALL 


Contains all the music 
from the classic albums 


Dulcimer Fair 
Pigtown Fling 


28 INSTRUMENTAL CUTS 
plus a Bonus Vocal Disc! 
featuring add’! solo music 


Joumey to the 
Heartland 


KEN KOLODNER 


Mountain Dulcimer Orchestra by Leo and Jay 
Arrangements by Ken Bloom You gotta have a copy! 
4 Dulcimer And so do your friends! 
arts in each THE MOUNTAIN OUUCPAER ORC MESTIA SERIES A” 

all eect vane 

oe ¥ www. DulcimerFling.com 
ae Gokien Slippers se + Listen to FULL CUTS from 
MAGGIE SANSONE yer o ae the Duiner Fling, CD 


Simple Gifts ¢ Full notes on the music, 


Tango de Cuevas tunings, musicians and more 


as debuted at Cullowhee! ¢ Download mp3 audio files 


CME and dulcimer tablature 


J IF 


Dulcimer-Friendly Worship * Discover the solo music of 
Leo Kretzner & Jay Leibovitz 

* Revisit the original albums 

*  Suscribe to the Duleiner Fling 


Newsletter free! 


Celtic Café 
SHBROOK 
(& PAUL OORTS) 


KARE 


e And much, much more! 


ENTER DPN VIP CODE: 
www.ow!mntnmusic.com 203336 


(970)472-1352 to receive a 20% discount! 
1281 E. Magnolia, Unit D 4188 arr ees a 
MOUNTAIN Fort Collins, CO 80524 No Web Access? Visit the library, 


MUSIC, INC. or call 415.846.2422 


Maggie's Music features over fifty Cds 
including twenty Cds _ with 
hammered dulcimer performers. 
Visit our website and hear 
2 minute audio samples of every CD 


Toll free (877) 624-4436 
mail@maggiesmusic.com 


WWW.MAGGIESMUSIC.COM 
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invited me to do a concert with Cyntia. 
Since I now had a concert booked, I fig- 
ured I better get back to playing the dul- 
cimer. I got my first chance back on the 
stage through a case of mistaken iden- 
tity! I began rehearsals with Novi, the 
original viola player in The Shimmering 
Orchestra. Since then I’ve performed 
and taught at The Southern California 
Dulcimer Heritage Festival at Dana 
Point (in 2004), the California Tradi- 
tional Music Society Festival (in 2005), 
and will be the featured performer/ 
teacher at the Redwood Dulcimer Days 
Festival in Santa Cruz the weekend of 
July 29th, 2006. 


You have your own klezmer band: 
Extreme Klezmer Makeover. You 
produced your first dulcimer CD, 
Joellen Lapidus In Concert. How 
are these very different musical 
strands coming together? 

It’s all weaving together. I play 
chromatic dulcimer, accordion, 
clarinet and percussion in Extreme 


New from Gary & Toni Sager 
Mountain Dulcimer & Autoharp 
Instrumentals 


gwRATS IN THE 


FENCE CORNER” 


With 
Doug Felt & 
Stephen Seifert 


Cuckoo's Nest, Miss The Mississippi And You, 


Klezmer Makeover. Our first CD, 
Under Construction, features the chro- 
matic dulcimer on the tune “Erev Shel 
Shoshanim.” I also just wrote a klezmer 
tune for diatonic dulcimer about my 
Grandpa Benny’s live poultry chicken 
Market in Brooklyn, New York. That 
will be on our next CD. 

I’m teaching both klezmer and dul- 
cimer workshops at McCabes Guitar 
Shop in Santa Monica. I did a “Cha- 
nukah Songs for the Dulcimer” article 
for the December issue of DulcimerSes- 
sions.com and will be doing a “Klezmer 
Music for the Dulcimer” article in the 
future. Maybe the common thread is 
that dulcimer and klezmer are both folk 
traditions. In the folk tradition you play 
music as part of your everyday life and 
you put everything that’s part of your 
life into your music. 
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You can see pictures of the instruments 
Joellen Lapidus built between 1967 and 
1978 and hear selections from her CD, 
at her website: Lapidusmusic.com. Both 
her CD, Joellen Lapidus In Concert and 
her book Lapidus on Dulcimer (which 
is now out of print) can be ordered from 
the website as well. She can be reached by 
email at lapidusmusic@aol.com. 


Shan Cretin is the Regional Director 
for the Pacific Southwest Region of the 
American Friends Service Committee and a 
long time peace and justice activist. She has 
served on the faculties of Harvard, Yale, West 
China Medical University, Shanghai Medical 
University and UCLA on the subject of world 
health policy. She takes dulcimer lessons 
from Joellen in Los Angeles, and enjoys 
transcribing and learning music from all 
around the world on her dulcimer. 


(with Doug Felt and Stephen Seifert) - 
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Mountain Dulcim 


Winter's Turning 


A NEW CD release by John & Heidi Cerrigione 
EN i 

a a 
Winter's Turing 


Julie Ann Johnson, Blackhawk Waltz , Rats in the — 

Fence Corner, Mr. Bojangles, Magpie, Moon River, 

Marching Through Georgia (lament), White Cliffs 
of Dover, Suzanna Gal/ Soldier's Joy, He'll Have 
to Go, Life's Railway To Heaven, Shoquonda Bay, | 
Clinch Mountain Backstep, Haven of Rest = ss 
Prussia Valley Dulcimers | 145328, U.S. Rt. 23, Waverly, Ohio 45690 |740-947-4767| pvdulcimers@bright.net 


PRUSSIA VALLEY 


DULGIMERS 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 
14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 


Al relaxing selection of 10 instrumentals and 10 vocals 
featuring mountain & hammered dulcimer, autoharp and guitar. 


CD $15 plus $2 shipping/handling. 
Ohio residents add sales tax. 


Also available, 
our first CD: 


Wood Stoves 
& Bread Loaves 
Featuring: 

Prussia Valley, McSpadden, Folkcraft, 
Masterworks, Strunal, Dusty Strings, 
Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar Scmidt, Austin, 
Mid-Missouri, Deering, Hohner & Walton, 


To order... 
Send check payable to John/Heidi Cerrigione 
for $15.00 plus $1.50 postage to: 
John & Heidi Cerrigione 

56 Egypt Rd. 


Waverly, Ohio 45690 
www.prussiavalley.com 


Matercard, VISA, & 


&® Discover 


Accepted 


ce 
|_VISA | 
ES 


| Washburn, Walnu Creek 


Plus: 
Cds, Cassettes, Videos, Instruction Books, 
Electronic Tuners, Strings, Straps, a 


Jey 


Ellington, CT 06029 


For sound clips & online 
credit card orders 
visit us @ 
www.doofusmusic.com/JHWEB.html 


Dream Castle by Guy George is a collection of 
newly arranged classics and originals on 
hammered dulcimer, including "Pachebel's 
Canon in D", "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring", 
"Fanny Poer", and more. Guy George adds that 
special touch with his inspiring sax work, 
pennywhistle and unique musicianship on the 
steel drums on several songs on the following 
CDs: As Time Goes By; Plays Well With Other; 
I Wish They Hadn't Done That. These CDs are 
available online with FREE SHIPPING 
within the Continental U.S. 


Call Guy at 440-639-0383 to purchase 
CDs, workshop CDs, booking information, 
workshop and performance schedule, 
or visit his website at 
www.GuyGeorge.com 


Email: hdggeorge@aol.com 
WORKSHOP CDs: 


“See Guy at the following festivals... 
2008 SCHEDULE 


March 10 - 12 Lagniappe Dulcimer Fete 2006 = adh sep ate Nera cleeile 
April 2 - 8 Spring Dulcimer Week j in 2 plastt 

Augusta Musical Heritage, Elkins W.V 4 IIc ccRUnIBae anes High 
May 19 - 21 Roseoe Village, Coshocton, OH & 


= “= two WORKSHOP CDS. 
May 26 - 29 Dulci-more Festival - Lisbon, OW Yoge © AVAILABLE NOW: Dill Pickle 
June 2-4 Yellowbanks Festival - Owensboro, KY sain ERs 


Rag and Hyfrydol 
June 9-11 Gebhard Woods - Mortis, tL 


WORKSHOP CD SETS $15.00 _ 
June 26 - July t Kentucky Music Week, Bardstown Get an in-depth lesson with Guy's teaching 
July 24 - 29 Dulcimer Celedration 


ip vgee’ make ppaininy easier and fun. 
. ots of ‘looping’. elody instruction and 
John C, Campbdelt Fala School back-up on 2 separate discs, Both discs 
August 11 & 12 Little Rock Dulcimer Getaway offer extensive learning and practicing 
August 25 & 26 Midland Festival, Mi techniques with bass & drum back-up for 
September 15 & 18 Harmony Harvest, Lancaster, OH ey the groove". Make learning a new 
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Unlock the mystery of what to 
do with that 1% fret. Chords, 
scales, tunes and songs will 
help you to use the extra fret 
to its full potential. Play 
easily in the keys of G andC. 
CD included with all 26 
tunes in DAD tuning. Book is 
written in standard notation 
with 3 line tablature and 
chords. Tunes include: Abide 
with Me (C), Mississippi 
Sawyer (C), Amazing Grace 
(G), Simple Gifts(G), 
Harrison Town (D mixo) 


AD Tuning 


send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 
643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 
Shelley@shelleystevens.com 


by gpolle 


$20.50 post paid 


Ohio Residents please add 7% tax 


MASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED 
www.shelleystevens.com SECURE ON-LINE ORDERING 


MEL BAY 


2 hig satan 
crt! 
Absaluely Per 


. VIDEOS 2 


Mel Bay's 


oT 


Taught by tz 


el swoon 
MEL BAY PUBLICA: 


#ENOUSTRIAC OMIVE " PACTC, tp 


Learn to Play 
Mountain Dulcimer 


Taught by Mark Biggs. All of the songs on this 
DVD are in the mixolydian tuning. One main 
goal of this method is to teach you to take a 
melody line and put the appropriate chord 
structure behind it. This DVD will lead you 
through a series of finger warm-ups, scale 
practice, crossovers, walking the scale, and many 
other exercises. 
90-min. DVD (94385DVD) $19.95 


Dulcimer Chords 


Taught by Joe Carr. This great mountain dulcimer 
DVD clearly demonstrates how to form different 
chords. Many experienced dulcimer players are 
surprised to learn that they can change chords 
with the same flexibility as other fretted 
instruments, using the popular DADD tuning. 
Joe Carr shows step-by-step fingerings for many 
useful chord forms. Take your dulcimer playing 
to a whole new level! 
30-min. DVD (96851DVD) $9.95 


Please add shipping and handling’ 
$6.00 for 1 item, $1.00 each additional item 


2 akax= 


- Publishing the finest in music for over 50 years! - 


eee 


P.O. Box 66 * Pacific, MO 63069 
1-800-8-MEL BAY (1-800-863-5229) 
FAX (636) 257-5062 
ONLINE ORDERING: www.baysidepress.com 
ONLINE CATALOG at www.melbay.com 


by Johnny Ray 


ew adults have as impressive a 

dulcimer resume as fifteen-year- 

old Sarah Elisabeth, a delightful 

young lady from Hendersonville, 
Tennessee. She has played mountain 
dulcimer for more than half of her life, 
and has performed and taught dulcimer 
workshops in Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Georgia and Indiana. As a scholarship 
student at the Vanderbilt University 
Blair School of Music, Sarah Elisabeth 
began working with David Schnaufer in 
1996 and has continued her dulcimer 
studies throughout the years with Lee 
Rowe, Janita Baker, Bill Taylor and Ken 
Bloom. 

Sarah is passionate about preserving 
the old-time tradition of the Appala- 
chian dulcimer. But she is also breaking 
new ground by exploring the full capac- 
ity of the instrument with a Blue Lion 
chromatic dulcimer made by Bob and 
Janita Baker. 

Her trio, Sarah Elisabeth and The 
Initials, features Sarah on vocals and 
mountain dulcimer, TJ Larkin on guitar, 
and GR Davis on upright bass and tuba. 
(Yes, that’s right; tuba and mountain 
dulcimer!) They received rave reviews 


EIDIIVIULLER & BOB WEBB 
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To order, send $18* to: 
Heidi Muller 


. PO Box 1064 
Charleston, WV 25324 


www.heidimuller.com 


*INCLUDES SHIPPING 


Sarah Hisadett: 
A Weve Of Tie Future 


for their debut concert, 
held at the Crossville, 
Tennessee Palace 
Theater. 

In addition to her 
CD, Spirit of the Wood, 
Sarah’s dulcimer 
can be heard on two 
professional record- 
ings: the title track of 
the Oak Ridge Boys’ 
acoustic project, The 
Journey, and “First 
Steps in a New Direc- 
tion,” with the Chigger 
Hill Boys and Terri on 
Will Play for Pie, 
Daywind Records — 
both of which were 
nominated for 2005 Dove Awards. 

Current projects include work on 
her second CD and writing music. She 
recently wrote “Blackberry Wine” hon- 
oring the late Bob Mize, “There are 
No Words” and “Hide and Seek” with 
Nashville singer-songwriter Tammy 
Vice, and “Soul Train” with Daywind 
Publishing’s Mike Richards. 

When she doesn’t have a dulcimer in 
her hands, Sarah can be found collect- 
ing elephants, cheering on the Atlanta 
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Braves, or studying for her favorite class 
(Latin) at Merrol Hyde Magnet School. 
In March 2007 Sarah will celebrate her 
16th birthday —and a decade of playing 
the dulcimer! 


sarahelisabeth.com 
dulcilirium@aol.com 
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oni + Appalachian Dulcimer 
i + Hammer Dulcimers 
* Children’s Rockers 
* Ban-Jammers 
* Celtic Harps 
) + Music Books 
=. Mountain Crafts 


FREE rinses Mike & Connie 
Pickin’ Porch | [Ais ect Clemmer 


Saturday evenings a 
in 7645 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy. Lie mint 
mike@clemmerdulcimer.com Townsend, TN. 3 


www.clemmerdulcimer.com ( 865) 448-6647 HERITAGE TRAILS 
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Timothy Seaman PINEWIND MUSIC, INC. 


...compelling self-styled hammered dulcimer, flute and guitar 
celebrating the trees, wildlife, parks & heritage of Virginia! 


Latest CDs: Jamestown: On the Edge of a Vast 
Continent (for the 400" Anniversary) ... Virginia 
Wildlife (animal themes, for Game & Inland Fisheries) 
... Sycamore Rapids (tree themes, for the State Parks) 
... Profound Joy (Christmas) 757/565-1461 


www.timothyseaman.com 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 


1079 Tinker Lane 
Proctorville, OH 45669 


740/886-2284 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%” or 8%” long with 
Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. * BKiog@aol.com 
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© Specialty tools 

© Tuners 

© Finishes 

© Glues Ci 

© Pickups ——_5-Star tuning per 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 
for instrument building & repair: 
Call 800-848-2273 
Fax 740-593-7922 


Online: www.stewmac.com 


= STEWART*MACDONALD’S 


= GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


Box 900DP ¢ Athens, Ohio 45701 * USA 
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The 
WORLD'S 
PREMIER 
ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC 
STORE 

Ask for your 


FREE CATALOG 
or visit us ONLINE! 


1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN 
Lansing, MI 48901 


Toll-Free (USA only) 
888-473-5810 


or 517-372-7890 
www.elderly.com 


Blue Lion * McSpadden 
Folkcraft * Cripple Creek 
Dusty Strings * Master Works 
Black Mountain # TK O'Briens 
McNally # H&H Enterprises 

Songbird *# Lyon & Healy 
Mid-East * Triplett 


8015 Big Bend 


Webster Groves, MO 63119 
314-961-2838 a a 
800-892-2970 ae 
www.musicfolk.com cae 
musicfolk@musicfolk.com a 


yt WUDOL 6. Handcrafted Hammered Dulcimers 
aS fe) since 1988 
A dulcimer for every need 


For a brochure of our complete line of 
instruments contact: 
Mike Huddleson - 316-524-0997 
ow 6622 W. 35" St. So., Wichita, KS 67215 
mhuddleson@aol.com 
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Harp Dr Autoharp Sales ga 
843.462. HARP(4277) www.harpdoctor.com 


Custom Vintage and New Oscar Schmidt Autoharps From $285.00 
Custom Vintage and New Chromaharps From $150.00 


Chromatic and Diatonic Setups, New and Vintage Harps, 
Custom Built Harps, Repairs, Refurbishment, Diatonic Conversions, 
Authorized Oscar Schmidt and Chromaharp Dealer, 
Everything Custom, Everything Guaranteed! 

A Small Family Business @< 


Jeff Dantzler - harpdr@harpdoctor.com Call or email for free brochure 


ey Dubbert 


'92 Winfield Champion « '99 Mountain Laurel Champion 
Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 
Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


“A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 
— Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 


$17 postage paid to: 
Carey Dubbert 
18000 Coleman Valley Road 
Occidental, CA 95465 
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www.modernmountaindulcimer.com 


w2Se2 Mountain Dulcimer Tales & Traditions 


by Ralph Lee Smith 


A Great Scheitholt With Some Remarkable 
Documentation 


In January 2006, Carilyn Vice purchased a magnificent 
scheitholt on ebay. The instrument was not only beauti- 
fully crafted, but included some astonishing documentation. 
Written inside the lid of the instrument’s wooden box are: 
the maker’s name and the month and year it was made; the 
owner’s name; and a list of songs, with one of them being laid 
out in crude tablature! 


Owner, Maker, Features 

At the top, an inscription reads: “Henry Kunz/(dulcimer).” 
He is the apparent owner. In the middle, in a separate and 
beautiful hand, an inscription reads, “Samuel Shank/Maker/ 
in/December 1861.” The only thing missing, and something 
we would love to know, is where the instrument was made! 
Responding to a query, the seller said that he had acquired 
it at an estate sale, but didn’t recall where. The seller was 
located in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The scheitholt has six strings, of which three pass over an 
unusually short run of ten frets. The scale is diatonic, with the 
first note of the Ionian scale at the third fret, and a single do- 
to-do scale running from fret #3 to fret #10. The head and 
sound holes exhibit highly creative design and fabulous crafts- 
manship. The dimensions are as follows: 


Overall length: 36 inches 
Height: 3-4 inches 


Body width at top, where body joins peghead: 4-!2 inches 


Body width at bottom: 5-!2 inches 


A list of hymns is penciled inside the box cover. This is 
by far the largest list of songs for playing on a 19th century 
scheitholt that we possess. The only other one we have is the 
names of three songs cited by a Pennsylvania German infor- 
mant to folklorist/collector Henry Mercer, in the early years 
of the 20th Century. Two were German hymns and the third 
was “Home Sweet Home.” 


List Of Hymns 

Here is the list that appears inside the box, with Henry 
Lutz’s spelling and the names of the hymns both preserved 
as he wrote them: The difficult task of transcribing them was 
performed by Carilyn for DPN readers. Thank you, Carilyn! 
She provides the following note: “The first name has been 
damaged and I can’t read it. The song called Simanthra is one 
Anne Lough sings, a shape-note song that refers to the dulci- 
mer.” I have numbered the songs: the numbers do not appear 
on the original list. 


1. Col___tieoli (?) how firm a foundation. 

2. Com away to the Skys my beloved arise. 

3. Arise my tender thought [Part of the preceding title?]. 
4. Com kinder lust uns gahen der obend comd erley 


[German. Carilyn provides the following tentative transla- 
tion: Come children with us go, the 
evening 2] 


5. A sweet Cannon O what a happy place. 

6. When we all meat in heven/Oh when shall i see Jesus. 
7. O how happy are they who their savuour obey. 

8. Simanthra his voice as a dulsimer sweet. 

9. O what a happy day when the Christians shall all meat. 
10. Green meadows My refuge is the god of love. 


11. So frily going home to glory for i don’t wan to stay for 
ever here Jesus my all. 


12. There is a happy land far away. 


13. Way over in the promist land [illegible letter or two, 
perhaps an ampersand] my lord Cals Cals and I 
must obey. 


14. Children of the hevely king till we pass over 
Jordan halliugah 


[Here the list is interrupted by the following: 
“Samuel Shank/Maker/in/December 1861” 


The list then continues: 
15. O that lamb that loving lamb the lamb of Calvary. 


16. O heven sweet heven when shall I see [illegible letter or 
two] when shall I get there. 


17. Dismiss us with thy blessing lord 


[This is followed by what appears to be a primitive tabla- 
ture of ten notes, which I cannot decipher. ] 


18. O happy day when Jesus washed my sins away. 


Perhaps some good guessing and suggestions by DPN 
readers, especially those familiar with shape note hymnals, 
could provide the formal name of at least some of these 
hymns. Meanwhile, everyone who loves scheitholt/dulcimer 
history will be thrilled by this discovery. Thanks again, Cari- 
lyn, for sharing it! 
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1. The Shank scheitholt and its wooden case. The penciled writing appears on 
the inside panel of the box that is closer to the instrument. 


2. The head of the scheitholt. Note beautiful carving and incised leaves. 
Opposite the head, on the inside of the lid, perhaps too faint to be seen, 
are titles to several hymns and the inscription, “Samuel Shank/Made/in/ 

January/1861” 


ud 


3. Middle and bottom sound hole. 


4. Top of inscriptions written inside the box lid, showing “Henry Kunz/ 
(DULCIMER)” and titles to two hymns. 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpr 


Rime 
ie oN 


Siz; 
fahy 


For a brochure on our complete line of instruments, contact: 


David Lindsey — (580) 847-2822 
654 Acorn Lane ¢ Bennington, OK 74723 


‘yf. - - 
Visit us Online at: 
www.sweetsongstringband.com/davidsdulcimers.html 


Larry Conger’s 
Mountain Dulcimer 


Tune of the Month 


A monthly subscription based “Listen & Learn” CD 
designed to help the mountain dulcimer enthusiast learn 
new skills and techniques when no instructor is available. 


work at your own pace 
listen as many times as necessary 
add tunes to your repertoire each month 
learn from a former National Champion 
no minimum purchase — cancel at any time 
one CD and written tablature mailed each month 


For subscription info contact: 
Dulcimerican Music 

P.O. Box 131 

Paris, TN 38242-0131 

E-mail Dulcimerican@aol.com 
or visit — www. larryconger.com 


A Little 


of That 


His Debut CD 
with Sixteen 
tunes 
featuring 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 
and 
Tin Whistle. 
With favorites 
such as 
“Maggie” 
“Wild Mountain 
Thyme” 
and 
“Cajun Waltz” 
CD $15 plus $1.50 for shipping 
A Little of This & That tab book, $12.50 plus $2.00 S@H 
Thistledew Acres * PO. Box 134 * Marengo, OH, 43334 


www.dulcimerbaglady.com 


MAKERS OF 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


with a solid reputation 
built on quality and service 


* Ten models of dulcimers, 
from two to four octaves 
¢ Five chromatic models, 

including the Piano Dulcimer 

* Seven models of lever harps 

* Stands, dampers, cases, 

hammers, books, 

and videos 


Contact us for 
free color brochure 


~ (206) 634-1656 Dusty Strings Co. 
Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 
www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com 


In 1972, we began 
making dulcimers 
because they 
were easy to play, 
hot too expensive, 
and lots of fun. 


After 29 years, 
Black Mountain Dulcimers 
still are. 


FREE Catalog of Dulcimers, books, CDs and more 
Yours for the asking. 


Black ., 


Mountal 
T s 
100 Foothill Blvd.e Calistoga, CA 94515 « Toll Free 1-800-786-4240 
www. blackmtninstruments.com Dealer inquiries welcome. 
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Gourd Music is Northern California's 
premier acoustic record label. 
Visit www. gourd.com today and browse through our 
titles, listen to sound samples and order from our 
secure site. It’s a world of great music at your fingertips. 
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visit www.gourd.com or call us at 1-800-487-4939 
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STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 


Choice Appalachian Hardwoods 


Beautiful Design and 
Craftsmanship 


Clear Mellow Tone 


Shell Decoration 
Available 


Easy to Play 
Low Action 
Customize 


free brochure 
Catalog on web: www.AppalachianDulcimers.com 


Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 Phone: 703-941-1071 
e-mail: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


Rick Thum's 
6. Song ‘of the 
Month, Club 


¢ one CD mailed monthly 

¢ pick 12 from over 25 titles 
¢ detailed lessons 

¢ broken down by phrases 

¢ user friendly 

* practice tracks with guitar 
« sheet music provided 

¢ full money back guarantee 


Motivating monthly lesson 
to increase your 
skill and repertoire 
Like a Private Lesson with 
Rick Thum ee 
Visit the new 
and improved website! 


Get Started Today 
www.rthum.com 


log on to rthum.com 
or call and request an order form 
4565 S. Square Dr. 
High Ridge, MO 63049 
636-376-THUM (8486) 


What’s New 


by Neal Walters 


Using the 1-1/2 Fret in Dad Tuning 
Shelley Stevens, Tweetwater Productions, 
643 E. Euclid Ave., Springfield, OH 45505, 
shelly@shelleystevens.com, shellystevens. 
com (Book/CD Set). 

Many dulcimer players are playing 
dulcimers with a 1-1/2 fret and saying to 
themselves, “Now what?” Shelley has 
written a book that should answer most 
of your questions about how to use the 
new notes you've added. Starting with, 
what else, Boil Them Cabbage Down 
(played in G while tuned to D-a-d and 
without a capo), she gives you nearly 
thirty examples of how to use the 1-1/2 
fret to best advantage. Tunes include 
Abide With Me, Amazing Grace, 


Another Jig Will Do and The Ashgrove. 


Celtic Meditations, Into the Light ¢ 
Maggie Sansone, Mel Bay Publications, 
Inc., #4 Industrial Drive, Pacific, MO 63069, 
email@melbay.com, melbay.com (Book). 
Maggie Sansone and Mel Bay have 
combined to release a companion 
book to Maggie’s hammered dulcimer 
recordings to include some 24 selec- 
tions from A Traveler’s Dream, Dance 
Upon the Shore, Ancient Noels, and Mist 
and Stone. The collection features “the 
gentle side of Celtic music.” Maggie 
discusses the most common embellish- 
ments she uses and the tunings on her 
instruments. Tunes include Greenfield 
of Woodford, Summer Time, Farewell 
to Nigg, and Skye Aire. 


Lavender Passages and Sonic Quilt ¢ 
Helen Wolfson, 2738 Sevier Street, Durham, 
NC 27705, 919-419-4848, hdulcimer1@ 
verizon.net (CD). 

Helen has just released two solo 
hammered dulcimer albums, each 
focusing on a different aspect of her 
playing. Lavender Passages features 
“contemplative music, suitable for 
massage, meditation, or simply relax- 
ing.” Sonie Quilt is more energetic, 
drawn primarily from Helen’s enter- 
tainment repertoire, “featuring several 
unusual, contrapuntal arrangements 


of O’Carolan works and other mate- 
rial ranging from ragtime to classical.” 
Tunes on Sonic Quilt include standards 
such as Sheebeg and Sheemore, Cincin- 
nati/Devil’s Dream, George Brabazon 
and Ashokan Farewell. The material 

on Lavendar Passages includes works by 
Satie and Chopin in addition to more 
from O’Carolan and an original compo- 
sition. 


Dulcimer By the Woodstove ¢ John 
Hallberg, 10 Ashly Road, Sperryville, VA 
22740, 540-987-3194, smokehousewinery@ 
earthlink.net (CD). 

John Hallberg hails from rural Vir- 
ginia just a few miles from DPN Cen- 
tral. His first CD features his mountain 
dulcimer playing in the traditional noter 
style as well as his singing. The CD is 
relatively short with only eight cuts. On 
several cuts, including two newly com- 
posed songs, he slows things down and 
accompanies his singing with a freer, 
non-rhythmic strumming style. Tunes 
include Jine the Cavalry, Copper Kettle, 
Is It Today, Twa Corbies and a Jean 
Ritchie medley. 


Sweet Songs from the Mississippi 

Delta ¢ Dennis Day, 1056 South Beauchamp, 
Greenville, MS 38703, 662-335-7168, 
denniskat@cox-internet.com (CD). 

Dennis has been playing dulcimer 
since 2003 when he discovered the 
instrument during a visit to Mountain 
View, Arkansas. He also plays guitar, 
bass, harmonica, and synthesizer on 
the recording. The tunes on this CD 
are mostly standards like Over the 
Rainbow, Tammy, End of the World, 
and Tennessee Waltz, with one classical 
piece and a David Schnaufer tune as 
well. Dennis cites Michael Shull, Mark 
Tindle and David Schaufer as primary 
influences, but he uses the synthesizer 
to invest the tunes with lush orchestral 
arrangements that make me think more 
of Phil Coulter. 


Striking Differences e /nclinations, c/o 
Chuck Boody, 6385 Acorn Road, Mound, MN 
55364, choody@mcfmail.net (CD). 
Minnesota-based hammered Dul- 
cimer players Chuck Boody and Jim 
Nagel have been performing together 


for nearly ten years as Inclinations. Nor- 
mally, they supplement their dulcimers 
with harp, autoharp, whistles, recorder 
and concertina, but this CD is all ham- 
mered dulcimer: seven duets with 
Chuck playing melody and Jim filling in 
harmony or bass lines and four solos by 
Chuck. Their name refers to their incli- 
nation to play whatever appeals to them 
and the selections range from Ukrainian 
Love Songs, a ragtime set, a Scottish 
set, an Irish set, a Welsh set, and a “law- 
yers” set from Hoagy Carmichael and 
Kurt Weill. 


No Wings Attached ¢ 7remony, c/o Chuck 
Boody, 6385 Acorn Road, Mound, MN 55364, 
cboody@mcfmail.net (CD). 

The aforementioned Chuck Boody 
turns up again in the group Tremony. 
In addition to Chuck’s hammered 
dulcimer, he plays recorders, whistles, 
and concertina and is joined by Laura 
Dillon on flute and by Jody Ouradnik 
on harp. “Tremony” is a noun coined 
by the group and translates to “tre- 
mendously harmonious.” They’ve been 
playing together for about four years. 
This recording is mostly traditional 
with a few originals and has a decid- 
edly chamber music feel. Laura’s flute 
is particularly effective and adds a 
distinctive flavor to the band’s sound. 
Tunes include: Young Jane/Breton 
Tune/Blackberry Blossom, Metsuku- 
kkia, Planxty Karen Ashbrook and 
Greensleeves. 


Winter’s Turning ¢ John and Heidi 
Cerrigione, 56 Egypt Road, Ellington, 
CT 06029, heidi@doofusmusic.com, 
doofusmusic.com (CD). 

My good friends and pals in Doo- 
fus, John and Heidi Cerrigione, have 
released their second album as a duo. 
Winter’s Turning is a well-balanced mix 
of ten instrumentals and ten vocals 
designed to tickle your fancy and soothe 
your jangled nerves. It’s got introspec- 
tive instrumentals, gospel favorites, 
Swiss melodies, and contemporary folk 
favorites played and sung by Heidi on 
mountain and hammered dulcimers, 
autoharp, accordion piano and vocals 
and John on guitar, autoharp, banjo, 
bass and vocals. I’m biased of course, 


en 


but this is a real treat. Selections include 
Winter’s Turning, Old Log Cabin for 
Sale, Bunessan and The Unclouded 
Day. 


Stream of Time © Doofus, c/o Heidi 
Cerrigione, 56 Egypt Road, Ellington, 

CT 06029, heidi@doofusmusic.com, 

doofusmusic.com (CD). 

Speaking of Doofus (John and Heidi 
Cerrigione, Coleen Walters and yours 
truly), we’ve just released our fourth 
album. It’s nearly seventy minutes of 
music with a distinctly “hearth and 
home” flavor. There are a couple of 
instrumentals but the emphasis is defi- 
nitely on the vocals. Heidi adds piano 
to the normal Doofus mix. There’s lots 
of mountain dulcimer and just enough 
banjo to be tasteful rather than rude! 
Songs include Cheerful Songs, The 
Greatest Gift, Llegada, May My Heart 
Find Rest in Thee and Sow It on the 
Mountain. 


Sing One Song for Me e Mill Run 
Dulcimer Band, c/o Keith Young, 3815 
Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003, 
703-941-1071, keith@AppalachianDulcimers 
.com, AppalachianDulcimers.com (CD). 

As a alumnus of the band, I’m also 
pleased to announce that the Mill Run 
folks (Keith Young, Kit Putnam, Kath- 
leen Gotzmer, and Judy Larrabee) 
have released their 9th CD. This will 
be welcome news to the band’s many 
fans. The new release features the usual 
Mill Run mix of old time, nostalgic, and 
sentimental songs featuring lots of dul- 
cimer and some of the finest harmonies 
around. Songs include I Can’t Change 
It, Rose of My Heart, Apple Picker’s 
Reel, The Winding Stream and Orphan 
Train. 


Basement Sampler e Basement Music, c/o 
Coleen Walters, 12228 Hollowell Church Road, 
Greencastle, PA 17225, coleen@doofusmusic. 
com, doofusmusic.com (CD). 

Still self-serving, Coleen and I have 
released a sampler of music from folks 
we've recorded in our Basement Studios 
since we opened in the year 2000. That 
includes both Mill Run and Doofus but 
you can also find Ginny Mannina, Pop’s 
Orchestra, Sam Stone, Gene and Carol- 
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Lynn Langley, Deb Justice and Rachel 
Sprinkle, Patsy Stoneman, Karla Arm- 
strong, Eileen Kozloff, The New South- 
ern Cowtippers, Dick Ward, Ivan Stiles, 
Mike Fenton and June Maugery, Gerry 
and Jerry Stewart, KatsEye, and the two 
of us as well. 


Are We There Yet? © Half Way Home (Tull 
Glazener, Molly McCormack and Jon Hall), c/o 
Tull Glazener, 6936 West 71st St, Indianapolis, 
IN 46278, tglazener@regenstrief.org, 
tullglazener.com (CD). 

Tull, Molly and Jon live in Indianapo- 
lis, Louisville, and Crittenden, Kentucky 
respectively. They meet to practice in 
Seymour, Indiana, which is roughly 
equidistant from each of their homes. 

In other words, they’re about Half Way 
Home—the name of their trio. Tull and 
Molly are well-known in the dulcimer 
community, while Jon plays guitar and 
sings. The new CD is chock full of great 
songs and tunes including Cumber- 
land Gap/Cumberland Mountain Deer 
Chase, Sweet Sunny South, Quiet Faith 
of Man, End of the World and Flaming 
Mountain Dulcimer. 


Morning Has Broken (Madeline MacNeil) 
and Across the Blue Ridge (Madeline 
MacNeil and Ralph Lee Smith) ¢ Falling 
Mountain Music, 240 Bucher Run Lane, 
Winchester, VA 22602, 540-877-2505, 
fallingmountain.com (CD). 

Our own Maddie MacNeil has two 
new releases available. Morning Has 
Broken features Maddie’s hammered 
dulcimer, mountain dulcimer and vocal 
stylings with several guest musicians 
contributing on cello, bass, guitar, hand- 
bells, mountain dulcimer, autoharp, 
mandolin and vocals. This list includes 
Ralph Gordon, Michael DeLalla and 
Aaron O’Rourke to name but a few. 
Subtitled Songs of Hope and Faith, 
Maddie brings her inimitable touch to 
songs like Here I Am Lord, Sweet Hour 
of Prayer, I Want Jesus to Walk with 
Me, Let All Things Living and many 
more. On Across the Blue Ridge, Mad- 
die and Ralph Lee Smith present a pro- 
gram of traditional songs accompanied 
by the mountain dulcimer. Ralph also 
plays harmonica and Michael DeLalla 
guests on guitar. There are some great 
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songs here like Waterbound, Old Man 
at the Mill, Chickens Are a-Crowin’ 
and My Home’s Across the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Maddie does solo versions 
of Somebody’s Tall and Handsome, The 
Storms Are on the Ocean, Going to 
Boston, Scarborough Fair, Shenandoah, 
and Land of Promise. You certainly 
don’t want to miss the sound of Maddie, 
Ralph, and Michael “oinking” on The 
Old Woman and the Pig. & 


Supplies for 
Dulcimer Makers 


— 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument 
making supplies. All wood is carefully 
dried and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides 
and fingerboards are sanded to exact 
tolerances and matched. You'll also find 
quality accessories, strings, hardware, 
and quick delivery. 

Call or visit our secure website for our 
complete supply list 


Dulcimer, Hammer Dulcimer, 
Bowed Psaltery and Harp 


Fokkerart 
Joes@GumenG 
Toll-Free 800-433-3655 
http:/ /www.folkcraft.com 
info@folkcraft.com 


Se ‘Ras: 
* JEFF FURMAN * 
layer, presents solo performances and also 

1g Wood." ‘These recordings are traditional 


performed on mountain dulcimer, 


d cello. 


Walkin’ Around: Lucky 


Robert & Janita Baker 


Jeff, an award-winning dulcimer} 
selections with his band, "WelbStr 


Walkin? Around Lucky 


with 
Madeline MacNeil, 
Karen Mueller, 
Howie Bursen, 
Kelly Powers and 
Jean Sutton 


Prettiest Girl in the County 
19 energetic and expressive tracks 
Performed by Jeff and his band, 

Well Strung Wood. Songs Include: 
Prettiest Girl in the County 

Ye Banks and Braes/Gentle Maiden 
Crockett’s Honeymoon « Skye Boat Song 
Sarah Armstrong « Shuckin’ the Brush 
Annie Laurie + Sweet Bunch of Daisies 
Young Jane « Jenny Lind Polka 

Dutch Girl/Sandy Boys 


Traditional, country, blues and original songs 


. . . . . > 
featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, Jory’s Ladder 
: 18 pleasing and creative 
accordian, fiddle and vocals  daciia tasduitingy 
Before I Met You 


available from: 
Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


CD $16.50, includes shipping 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


Sal's Got Mud Between Her Toes 

Believe Me, If All Those Endearing Young Charms 
Ned of the Hill » Waltzing on Top of the World 
Rose of Sharon Waltz 

Camp Meeting on the Fourth of July 

Jeff City « Come By the Hills 


To order, send $15 + $2 s/h to: 
Jeff Furman « 120 Conner Dr., Chapel Hill, NC 27514 


email: dlcmr@yahoo.com « web: cdbaby.com/furman 


Card board Dulci mer Kits Antonio Vivaldi... Turlough O’Carolan...Stephen Foster... 
And MUCH more can be found in the new book... 
Only $29.95 


per kit! 

Quantity 

discounts 

available 
4 strings 
Hourglass Shape 
Easy to assemble 
Hardwood fretboard - 
Laser - cut Soundholes me = Mytngfthe Wind 


theott & Lisa Odena 


White Cardboard Body, fun to decorate! I i  enne 


Dulcimer tablature and music notation included. 
FREE catalog Arrangements for one to six dulcimers! 


800-432-5487 $15/ea + $1.50$ &H 


Also available: 
Rhythm of the Wind - CD $15 
Song For Grandpa - CD $15 Cass $10 


Musicmaker’s Kits, Inc rea nockeeD 415° 
PO Box 2117 Benhgenhae 
Stillwater, MN 55082 (Book &CD:A) S15. 
ae $1.50 S&H per item (sets count as 2 items) | 
www.musikit.com Scott Odena, RO. Box 22881, Little Rock, AR 72221-2881 | 


Acoustic instruments you can build! ———. ————? 


Performing Tips 


Ruth Randle 
Manassas, Virgini 


Ithough they are specific to our Connecticut Dulcimer 
f Folk Association concerts, most of these tips can be adapt- 
ed to other performance venues. 
Arrive early to allow for tuning, sound checks and final stage 
prep. Unpack and leave instruments in the designated area. Dul- 
cimer players, especially those with short legs, should check the 
height of the chair you will be sitting in. If your feet don’t rest flat 
on the floor, you could be in big trouble when yowsstart to play. 
Positioning is important! 


Know your position in the performance roster. When you go back- 
stage, do so quietly during the timeswhen a performer is exiting 
or going onstage. Do any final tuning in the area provided. 


Be organized! Have your music in order, Use-a small notebook 
or folder containing on/y what you need for the concert, This will 
make for smooth transitions between songs and eliminate exces- 
sive page-flipping. 


Stage setup. As soon as the performer ahead of you begins to 
play be ready to go on next, while you are being introduced. If 
music stands, instruments or props need to be carried on, please 
instruct the stagehands. Ask for help adjusting your mic(s). Help 
them by paying close attention to placement; if something is not 
right, don’t be afraid to make suggestions. They don’t know your 
playing style. Before they walk away, check to be sure that a) you 
have ample room to strum, bow, pick, pluck or hammer without 
whacking the microphone, and b) if you’re singing, that the vocal 
mike is in a position to pick up your voice while you are playing/ 
singing. If you must look down at your dulcimermost.of the time 
while you are singing, say so! They know the,capabilities and lim- 
itations of their equipment; the more you.offer about your style, 
and your equipment, the better they can make you:sound. 


Showing your instrument. During a workshop DPN’s Madeline 
MacNeil once told us, “The only opportunity the audience has to 
see the face of your instrument is when you walk onstage. If you 
carry an instrument on with you, carry it on the side toward the 
audience, top facing outward so they can see it!” 


Walk out confidently, with a smile. For many of us, that means, 
“Fake it!” Act as if you know what you're doing, and the audi- 
ence will believe you do. A head-down, apologetic attitude that 
communicates “I’m not very good...” will encourage your audi- 
ence to watch for what you mean by “not very good.” With that 
mindset, they will almost surely find it! If they hear any mistakes, 
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they will subconsciously be pleased to recognize what your body 
language told them to look for. On the other hand, an air of 
confidence that communicates, “I love what I’m doing; I want 
to share my music with you!” encourages them to sit back and 
receive your offering. They came to have a good time, to enjoy 
themselves, to enjoy you! They will not be critical of your mis- 
takes; indeed, they may not even notice them! 


Look at the audience. Make eye contact with two or three people. 
Smile! Watch for a response. Do this as early as possible in your 
performance and people will remember that you seemed genu- 
incly interested in them. Look for easy spots in your opening 
piece that you know you can play without looking at your instru- 
ment and use those opportunities to look up and smile. Make 
this a part of your practice routine too 


Introduce yourselves. If you’ve been introduced only by the name 
of your group, introduce yourselves by name sometime within 
your set. 


Introduce your song, cither before or after playing it. Background 
info is nice, but not absolutely necessary. Make it interesting. For 
example, instead of saying, “We'd like to play a Scottish song for 
you, called“Come by the Hills,” you could say instead, “We invite 
you to Come by the Hills of Scotland with us, where the cares of 
tomorrow can wait.” Bring the song to life. 


Thank your audience when you are finished. Acknowledge their 
applause with abig smile! 


Clear the stage promptly whemyour set is finished. Carry off 

only whatyou carried onstage; stagehands will pick up the rest. 
Dedicated stagehands and sound people help give our concerts a 
“finished” and professional appearance. Be sure to acknowledge 
and thank them. 


This article is printed in the DF#A (Dulcimer Fiolk Association) 
newsletter each year prior to the club’s annual benefit concert. Newsletter 
Editor/Music Editor, Ruth Randle, has compiled it from years of personal 
experience and many workshops led by wonderful teachers and 
performers. 


Ruth Randle has been playing dulcimer for over twenty years. 
She plays left-handed, and laughingly attributes it all to “smoke and 
mirrors” when playing with a right-handed player. Over ten years 
ago she'started learning the Finale music editing program, and has 
become proficient in creating music and dulcimer tablature for 
friends, students, the Dulcimer F#olk Association of Connecticut 
newsletter DPN, and the mountaindulcimer-1-3-5.com. As editor 
of the monthly DF#A Newsletter, as well as the club’s music 
editor, she teaches and shares her talents with others in thedulcimer 
community. 
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Available at www.SusanTrump.com 


Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer Volumes One & Two 
TET Solo and Ensemble Instrumental gam | 
ee Selections by 35 of the finest 

: players in the country. 


“The Masters of the Mountain Dulcimer — 
Series is the best dulcimer showcase _ 
that’s ever been done!" David Schnaufer — 


ci a Susan | Sy NEW RELEASE 


Songs of Faith and 
Hope featuring songs 
that deliver the kind 
of uplifting, inspira- 
tional messages that 

are so welcome in 

today's uncertain 

world. A real feel 

good collection to 
brighten anyone's day. 

What the Hill 


ze For Festival 
People Say Tablature Books : 
f mm. Classical Callaction S10:00 Bookings & Orders: 


Novice Level Chords and Susan Trump 
Fingering Book and PO Box 313, 
Instuctional CD (like having Newtonville, NY 12128 


five private lessons) $15.00 


CDs: $15/Add $2 S/H susantrump@aol.com 


Sue Carpenter 


2005 Mountain Dulcimer 
National Champion 
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To Learn More: 
www.SueCarpenter.net 
scarpenter@onlineisp.net 
903-883-3037 
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Fingerpicking Made Easy 
Instructional book 


Patterns and Patchwork: 
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aoe | ONY In The Best 


oY Dulcimer Ensemble 
www.peggiucarter.com 
Pn. 281-370-9495 


Designed and Made 


if Bo you know your “).2.” 


Gar. quotient) by Dulcimer Players 


You need 
Savin’ Up A Storm” 
The Top jam Tunes 

Grranged for MDs HD w 


ily $22.95 inc =n 2 THISTLEDEW ACRES 
Lee and Doug Felt 
COMme SCe ME j P.O. Box 134 

Aug. 23-25 @ The Bonner Co. Fair Marengo, OH 43334 
Aug 26 at the Albent Falls Pipe Band Show 419-864-1736 


Sandpornt, (b ' leefelt@bright.net 
Sept. 2 ~ Sandpoint Acoustic Music Festival 


Gmail me for details. 


for Dulcimer Players 


peggucarter.macmall@mac.com 


Nylon Cordura® Bags for One or Two Dulcimers 
www.dulcimerbaglady.com 


Always New and Exciting 


Dulcimer Players News Subscribe or 
Subscribe or renew Renew Online 
your subscription for a year 
or two of good reading www. 


dpnews.com 


@ Current subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 8/1/2006, your 
subscription ends with this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming 
without interruption, send us your renewal before October 1, 2006. 


@ Subscription Rates 
United States a $24 @) year—4 issues) =o, al $45 (2 years—8 issues) 
USA, first class postage 4 $29 (1 year—4 issues) or $55 (2 years—8 issues) 


(Canada and Mexico ‘$26 (1 Year)* ~ @ Other countries $26 (1 Year)* * 
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August, and November and mailed to subscribers in mid-January, mid-April, mid-July and mid-October.) 


(4 Please begin my subscription with the current issue, or a recent back issue. | enclose $2.00 (USA, Canada, Mexico) 
extra for postage and handling (other countries $4.00). 


@ Renewals 
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DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS + POST OFFICE BOX 2164, WINCHESTER, VA 22604 


(540) 678-1305 - DPN@DPNEWS.COM + DPNEWS.COM 
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Dulcimer Wall Charts 


i by Madeline MacNeil 4 


Mel Bay’s Hammered Dulcimer Wall Chart 


| Hitch Pins Side Bridges Treble Bridge i 
[ees Bass Bridge Tuning Pins 
4 B 


Mel Bay's Hammered Dulcimer Wall Chart by 

Madeline MacNeil contains a detailed picture 

of the instrument with bridges, string courses 

and notes clearly outlined. Locations of all of the 

notes on the sample 16/15 course dulcimer are 

presented both by music and in text. A ham- 

. mering pattern diagram and photos of hammers 

Herre and tuning wrenches are included, 35” x 24” 
durable coated paper 


Ae Major Scales 
4. Begin 


Tuning Wrenches 


Hollow 
sun Bridge/Saddie 


Tuning Peg 


Fj 
Peghead i | Tailpiece 


Visually attractive, this user-friendly Mel Bay 
chart by Madeline MacNeil provides mountain 
dulcimer students and teachers with an over 
view of the instrument. Included are a chart of 
note locations on the fretboard for both DAA 
and DAD tunings, a comparison of DAA and 
DAD, diagrams of typical dulcimer stringing, and 
explanations of playing tools such as noters and 
picks, 24" x 35" durable coated paper 


To Order 


_Use MasterCard, VISA, or American Express online, 
or by phone or fax. 
Shipping (U.S.): $3.00 + 50¢ for each additional item. 
Virginia residents include 5% sales tax. 
Ask us about overseas shipping rates. 


Phone: 540/678-1305 @ Fax: 540/678-1151 pro e Or ie OFserng wien 
Mail: Roots & Branches Music, : a | 
PO Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604 hi 


Our mailing list is used solely by Roots & Branches Music for catalog and Sa 
lings onl hared in any way. Please Ask for our free catalog. 


performance mailings only. Names are never sold or s 
let us know if you wish your name removed from our list. 
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Marked cut time Allegro in Donal O’Sullivan’s book, but makes a wonderful 4/4 “wedding” march. 


aptain Sudley (Carolan’s Dowery) is a wonderful and Donal O’Sullivan collection. This is quite a wonderful 
somewhat overlooked Carolan tune I learned first wedding processional when played slowly. The chords 
from an old cassette by David James. He suggested it are my own. 

as a Stately march despite the tempo marking in the Chuck Boody ¢ Mound, Minnesota 


argaret MacArthur, 78, 
Vermont’s Musical Historian, 
passed away May 23, 2006, with 
her family at her side. She is 
survived by her husband John, 
and her children Johnny, Dan, Gary, 
and Megan, and six grandchildren. 
She often said that playing and sing- 
ing with her children was her greatest 
accomplishment. 

Margaret is well known in our area 
of New England for her Vermont 
ballads and New England folk songs 
(musical explorations of rural life, 
adding contemporary compositions 
to traditional songs). As artist-in-resi- 
dence in Vermont schools, she had 
children set local folk tales to music 
which are contained in her book Ver- 
mont Heritage Songs. 

She received numerous awards 
and commendations. In 1985, The 
New England Art Biennial at the 
University of Massachusetts, chose 
her as a New England Living Art 
Treasure. On May 1, 1997, she 
performed at the John F. Kennedy 
Center in Washington, DC, repre- 
senting Vermont at the State Day 
celebration (an annual performance 
by local artists from each state). On 
June 7, 2002, the Vermont Council 
on the Arts honored Margaret with 
the Walter Cerf Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in the Arts. But when 
Margaret was at home, she loved 
baking breads, working in her garden 
and living the simple life. 

A memorial celebration was 
held in June at the family farm in 
Marlboro, Vermont when her fam- 
ily and friends brought a special 
bread and a memory. Donations in 
Margaret’s name may be sent to the 
Vermont Folk Life Center, Margaret 
MacArthur Collection, P.O. Box 442, 
Middlebury, Vt 05753, to help pre- 
serve and perpetuate her work with 
Vermont folk songs. 

For the last few years, Margaret 
has been performing at the Adams 
Farm in Wilmington, Vermont, for 
the week long Dulcimer Elderhostel 
where I’m the instructor. Last year, 
she was invited again to sing at the 


Library of Congress and the Kennedy 
Center two days before the Elderhostel 
program. I called her to confirm the 
date and time, and she said, “Imagine 
this, I am playing at the Library of Con- 
gress and at the Kennedy Center one 
day, and the next ina Vermont barn. 
Isn’t that something!” Margaret had a 
great sense of humor. When you saw 
her in town, whether at the supermarket 
or the flea market, she always had a 
smile and time to talk awhile. She will 
be greatly missed. 


George and Mary Haggerty 
Folk Craft Music 
Jacksonville, Vermont 


Margaret MacArthur, a bright, 
inspiring woman and a dear friend, gave 
her life to her family and to the music 
she carried in her soul. She and her hus- 
band, John MacArthur, a retired pro- 
fessor of physics at Marlboro College, 
raised five children, three of whom are 
exceptional musicians themselves. Mar- 
garet found her being in the traditional 
folk music she learned early in life and 
was one of the few dedicated people to 
carry on this oral tradition. Her music 
came from Kentucky and later from 
Vermont. She learned many songs and 
ballads from many of the older tradi- 


tional singers and some from her 
own research, including her collec- 
tion from Helen Harkness Flanders 
in Vermont. The dulcimer was her 
instrument. along with a zither and 
a small “ barn harp .” Margaret’s 
last concert was held this spring with 
Gordon Bok at the Flynn Center in 
Burlington, Vermont. Included in her 
part of the concert, she sang two long 
ballads which brought the audience 
to its feet. I remember, years ago, 
her sitting alone on a large stage in 
a cancert held at Weslyan College in 
Meriden, Connecticut, and singing 
the “Ballad of Stowe Mountain.” At 
the end there was not a dry eye in 
the house and it was several minutes 
before the silent audience rose up 
and aupplauded her for quite some 
time. She sang from deep in her 
heart...from deep in her being. 


Dallas Cline 
Montpelier, Vermont 


onald Dale Cyr (August 23, 
1946-April 11, 2006). How do 
I even begin to write about 
Ron Cyr? It is hard to find 
the right words, and even if I could, 
they wouldn’t tell his whole story. 
His many friends thought of him as 
kind, gentle, loving, and compassion- 
ate —a calming presence. Some of us 
also thought of him as an enthusiastic 
player of the mountain dulcimer and 
a tireless ambassador on its behalf. 

I first knew Ron as the Chaplain 
at Caswell Center, a residential facil- 
ity for people with developmental 
disabilities in Kinston, North Caro- 
lina, where we both worked. After 
my husband, JC Bradshaw, built my 
first dulcimer, Ron and I became 
friends. He had already been playing 
for years and was eager to share his 
music. He had fallen in love with the 
sweet sound of the mountain dulci- 
mer during vacations to the moun- 
tains of western North Carolina. 
After learning of the weeklong work- 
shop offered at Appalachian State 
University in Boone, he decided that 


he would learn to play the dulcimer 
in spite of his limited musical back- 
ground. In 1989 he purchased one 
for $75 from Sears and Roebuck and 
went to his first workshop. 

Ron was not a natural musician, 
but he was determined. He went 
to yearly workshops and practiced. 
Early on, while playing a newly 
learned tune for friends, he would 
say “oops!” when he made a mistake, 
then keep on going. This happened 
so often that the tune became known 
as “The Oops Song.” Ron accepted 
this with his usual good humor and 
kept on practicing. One goal he set 
for himself was to play at the Open 
Mike session at the annual workshop. 
He was resolute in his practicing and 
met this goal several years ago with 
his playing of “Sadie at the Back 
Door.” His performance was great, 
and it provided yet another way for 
him to encourage others to play and 
enjoy his beloved instrument. 

Ron convinced me to attend the 
Boone workshop. Beforehand, he 
helped me get started so that I could 
take the Advanced Beginner class, 
because he wanted my first teacher 
to be his friend Maddie MacNeil. 
After spending a week in classes, I 
wanted to be sure I kept playing, so 
Ron, JC and I got together monthly 
in our homes to practice. We yearned 
for a dulcimer “club” so that we 
could learn from others, but dulcimer 
players were few and far between in 
eastern North Carolina. Gradually, 
more people joined us— people who 
had bought dulcimers in the moun- 
tains but hadn’t yet learned what to 
do with them. Ron was always there 
to help out the newcomers in his 
friendly, patient, accepting manner. 
He made them feel at ease by let- 
ting them know that playing is about 
having fun and sharing, not about 
perfection. 

By 2000, our little group of three 
had grown to nine, and we were no 
longer able to meet in each other’s 
homes. We decided to make our 
performance debut at Caswell Center 
for the folks who live there, but we 


needed a name. Since we came from 
all over eastern North Carolina and 
had recently been waterbound by the 
flooding following hurricane Floyd, we 
decided on “Waterbound Dulcimers.” 
We had become a club! At that time, we 
were the only North Carolina club east 
of Winston-Salem. 

Even though Ron and I attended the 
yearly workshops at Boone and later 
at Western Carolina University, Ron 
felt we needed more instruction. Most 
members of our club were not able 
to attend those workshops, and there 
were no instructors in eastern North 
Carolina. At the Boone workshops, Ron 
had met Joe Collins, a dulcimer instruc- 
tor from Shelby. He arranged for Joe 
to come east and do a workshop. We 
advertised to get more people involved 
but ended up with a lot of beginners 
registering, so we found a second 
teacher for them— Linda Ripke. All 
we could offer her for “payment” was 
that she could put this experience on 
her resume. Ron’s idea of bringing an 
instructor down east has resulted in six 
Waterbound Dulcimers workshops so 
far, with the last two actually paying for 
themselves. 

This year workshop attendance had 
grown to 43 students, but Ron wasn’t 
there to lend his encouragement and 


support. On March 3rd, he had sur- 
gery to repair the mitral valve in his 
heart, but he was hoping to be well 
enough to attend our April Ist work- 
shop. Unfortunately, instead of a 
short recovery, Ron endured several 
hospitalizations with a number of 
complications, and he passed away 
on April 11th. His absence is keenly 
felt by all those who knew and loved 
him. 

As chaplain at Caswell Center, 
Ron used his music to minister to 
both residents and staff. He played 
his dulcimers in the residents’ homes, 
at services in the chapel, and at the 
bedsides of the sick and dying. As 
another part of his ministry, Ron 
gave workshops on death and dying. 
These workshops were to help 
us cope with not only the loss of 
individuals from our fragile, aging 
population, but also the deaths of our 
friends and family members. He had 
us keep a sea shell as a remembrance 
of those who have touched our lives 
but have now moved on. Written 
inside of the shell that now sits on my 
shelf is “RDC 4/11/06.” 

At his memorial service it was 
stated that Ron is now playing a 
harp, but those of us who knew him 
better feel that he is probably leading 
a group of mountain dulcimer enthu- 
siasts (and probably some converted 
harpists) in another round of “Whis- 
key Before Breakfast.” 

A memorial fund has been estab- 
lished in Ron’s name to sponsor an 
annual senior scholarship at Western 
Carolina University’s weeklong Sum- 
mer Mountain Dulcimer Workshop. 
Donations can be made to Water- 
bound Dulcimers, 4049 Hull Rd., 
Snow Hill NC 28580. 


Nancy Galambush (with help from 
Charles Walker) 
Snow Hill, North Carolina € 
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Maureen Sellers vi 
presents 


* 
MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME ONE- $12.00 


MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 
CD FOR VOL. 1 $12.00 
(The books | teach from at the 
universities. ) 


**New! Simply Duets! $20.00** 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 


Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Fretboard Companion- $5.00 Chord Chart- $2.00 


Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 
additional item. IN residents add 6% sales tax. 
Maureen Sellers, LLC 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 
www.maureensellers.com 
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Hen of Kattywompus String Band 


Dulcimer Dusters: 
The Original-& Best!” 
$11.95 


All Major Credit Cards 
~ Accepted 


Call For Free Catalog 


Hammer Dulcimer 
Sweet Sound 


mee hum 


Dulcimersy 


ar Som) Choice 


Visit our website for a 
Dealer near you... 
www.rthum.com 


636-376-THUM 
(848 6) 


Lessons & Great Gifts 


Toll Free: (877) 365-5744 
www.SoKattywompus.com 


Music Bookmarks 


Beaded Gold Tassels, 5 3/4" x2 3/4." 


$3.50 ea. 


Granny With 
Corn Cob Pipe 
& Fretted Dulcimer 


Mountain 
Dulcimer 


412 S. Myrtle Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 


Linda Thomas 


New Book 
CD set 


(A Private Lesson 
approach) 


7 CSSONS 


This book/CD set is designed to instruct beginning players 
on the hammered dulcimer. The melodies in this collection 
include a variety ofhymns, holiday music and fiddle tunes 
written in standard notation. Lyrics and suggested chords 
for accompanying instruments are also included. The 
accompanying CD offers two tracks for each selection: a 
performance track with rhythm guitar, and an instructional 
track with phrase-by-phrase demonstration. 


Mail/Phone Orders To: Linda Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. e Kansas City, MO 64134 
(816) 763-5040 
e-mail: lindadan@primary.net 


Other recordings available: 


Merry Christmas - tracitional Christmas songs - Star of 
Bethlehem, Silent Night, Away In A Manger... 

Among Old Friends - fiddie tunes and waltzes - Red Wing, 
Ashokan Farewell, Kentucky Waltz, Clarinet Polka... 

The Gathering Place - titles include: In the Garden, 
Beyond the Sunset, How Great Thou Art, The Ash Grove... 
An Old English Christmas - 13th-16th century carols in 
standard notation with CD. 


(Cassettes $10 + CD $15 - plus $3 for shipping and handling) 


Missigman Music 


MASTER WORKS 
Hammered Dulcimers 


RICK THUM 
Hammered Dulcimers 


McSPADDEN 
Mountain Dulcimers 


BLEVINS 
Folk Harps 


Stained Glass Books, 
Books, Hammers, Accessories 


MC/Visa, PayPal or check. 
FREE SHIPPING ON 
WEBSITE ORDERS 


INCLUDING INSTRUMENTS! 
(Free shipping applies to US orders only) 


MISSIGMAN-MUSIC.COM 
Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
570-946-7841 
dulcimer@epix.net 


www. Missigman-Music.com 


Variety, Innovation, Quality, & Value 
......Since 1974 
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Appalachian Dulcimers 
12 Solid Wood Models 


FoltKoots 


Appalachian Dulcimers 
9 Solid Wood Models 


Legeno 


Hammer Dulcimers 
6 Models 
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Psalteries, Harps, Instrument Kits, Hammer Dulcimer Stands, Books, 
Accessories, Recordings, Builders’ supplies, Bags/Cases, & more! 
E-mail:info@folkcraft.com Browse our web-site: www.folkcraft.com 
P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 Order Toll-Free: 800-433-3655 


Visit our Showroom: Corner High & Wheeler Sts., Winsted, Ct. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com 


Dulcimers, 
DuJos and DulciJos 


Hammered Dulcimers, Banjos, 
Mandolins, Fiddles, Guitars, 
Bowed Psalteries, Lap Harps, 
CDs, Accessories, & more... 


Silver Chords 
Dulcimer & Gift Shop 


105 1/2 Fox Street, Jonesborough, TN 37659 
423-788-2863 


Open Mon.-Sat. 10-5 


www.silverchordsdulcimers.com 


~ TOORDER, SEND $13.97 TO 
Douglas Noll 
32 Hickory Ridge Trail 
Ringgold, GA 30736 
www.itscalledadulcimer.com 


Blue Lion 


Handcrafted dulcimers and guitars of exceptional quality played by fine 
musicians including: Janita Baker, Rob Brereton, Rosamond Campbell, 
Mike Casey, Carrie Crompton, Karen Detjen, Sarah Elizabeth, Robert Force, 
Lance Frodsham, Neal Hellman, Wade Hampton Miller, Karen Mueller, 
Se. Mark Nelson, Cathy Barton-Para, Jean Ritchie, 

Sally Rogers, Wayne Seymour, and Betty Smith. 


Authorized builders of the 
Force-d’Ossché Six String and the 
Jean Ritchie Traditional Dulcimer. 


v. 
Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Lane 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
805.438.5569 
www.bluelioninstruments.com 


Please visit us online to view our complete catalog © 
of instruments, accessories, recordings and books. 
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40 Civil War Songs in DAD or 


DAA tab with guitar chords and 
musical staff with lyrics and 
notes on playing with groups $19.50 


INCLUDES: JUST BEFORE THE BATTLE, MOTHER- 
SOUTHERN SOLDIER BOY - FADED COAT OF BLUE- OLD ABE LINCOLN- 
RIDING A RAID- BRASS BOUND ARMY- TRAMP, TRAMP, TRAMP- DIXIE- 
MARCHING THROUGH GEORGIA- THE DYING VOLUNTEER- SHOO, FLY- 
BATTLE CRY OF FREEDOM- YANKEE DOODLE- MONEY MUSK- LORENA - 
GOOBER PEAS- TENTING TONITE- TAKE ME HOME- THE VACANT CHAIR- 
OLD DOG TRAY- BLUE TAIL FLY- PAT MURPHY OF THE IRISH BRIGADE- 
WHEN THIS CRUEL WAR IS OVER- BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC- 
BATTLE ON SHILO’S HILL- YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS and still 11 more !! 


After 29 years, our last dulcimer will be #750. No more orders, please. We still 
have a few of our MCD tab books (celtic, hymns, Christmas, beginners, see our 
earlier DPN ads) at $5 and some hundred or so assorted GREAT CD’s and tapes 
—fretted/hammered/string band— (some are real collector's items) to sell at 
wholesale. E- mail or write for a list of those on hand and prices. Maybe we'll 
get to some festivals this year for a change. For all the great support through 
the years, many thanks. Luv ya and God Bless!! 

MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS ic sterpc.com 
4122 Melrose Drive Wooster,OH 44691 330-345-7825 
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Winsome 


Expressions 


Original Airbrushed T-shirt 
& Ultimate Tote Bag 
Designs by: 


Marge Diamond 
440-322-1200 


For Information and 
Visit My Design Samples at: 


www.winsomeexpressions.com 


Dandy Duster 


2 


Over 4” static free hog bristles 
set in a wooden handle. Comes 
in a storage tube. 


$18.00 free shipping. Samples 
& disc. available to dealers. 


Cliff’s Custom Crafts 
43 York St., Bay City, Ml 48708 
989-892-4672 
cliffscrafts@chartermi.net 


Unclassified ads are 45¢ per 
word, payable in advance. 
There is a 15% discount for 
pre-paid (4 issues) unclassified 
ads running unchanged in 4 or 
more consecutive issues. 


Modern Mountain Dutcimer 
would like to take this 
opportunity to invite you to visit 
our web site modernmountain 
dulcimer.com to learn more 
about our high performance 
mountain dulcimers, or call 
870-251-3665 to make an order, 
ask a question, or make 
arrangements to visit the place 
where they are created, 
Batesville, AR. Stay in tune! 


For Sale: Beautiful, like new, 
Russell Cook (Master Works) 
16/15 chromatic hammered 
dulcimer. Rosewood stained 
sound board, with artistic 
contrasting woods. Includes 
Master Works case, attach- 
ments for holding dulcimer 
stand, tuning wrench, built in 
pick-up. $1350.00, plus shpg. 
and insurance. A Truly 
Professional Instrument! 
Contact: Marilyn Johnson, 
507-345-3863, mljmusicare@ 
iglide.net. 


Banjo-Mer Website: www 
.banjomer.com. See the 
many Banjo-Mers and the 
new items! 


Cimbalems. Large chromatic 
hammered dulcimer with 
pedals, New and recondi- 
tioned. Various prices. Alex 
Udvary, 2115 W. Warner, 
Chicago, IL 60618. www 
.cimbalom-master.com. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood 
Music. We have over 600 new 

- acoustic instruments in 
stock— including fine displays 
of mountain and hammered 
dulcimers. Wildwood Music, 
Historic Roscoe Village, 
Coshocton, OH 43812. 
740-622-4224, www.wildwood 
music.com. 


Unclassifieds 


Great Reading 4th Grade to 
Adult. Little Dulcimer Girl 
Frontier Series. Tales of travel 
by covered wagon. Little 
Dulcimer Girl, $10, shipping 
$3; Colorado & Return to 
Missouri, $10, shipping $3; 
Color Along in Frontier 
Missouri, $5, shipping $2; 
Steamboat Kids activity book, 
$3, shipping $2. Four book set, 
$25, shipping $5. Books are 
excellent for home schoolers. 
2411 Strode Road, Blue 
Springs, MO 64015. 


At Folk Notes, we select our 
dulcimers with the best sound 
and workmanship in mind. 
Black Rose, Butch Sides, 
Folkcraft, Folkroots, Jeff 
Gaynor, McSpadden, TK 
O’Brien, and our own 
mountain dulcimers. 
McSpadden Dulci-Banjos 
and the Folk Notes BanjMo, 
hybrid instruments with a 
banjo sound. Rick Thum, 
Songbird, and TK O’Brien 
hammered dulcimers, folk 
harps, banjos, autoharps, Irish 
and Indian flutes, tinwhistles, 
bodhran, ethnic percussion, 
books, and accessories. 
Dulcimer and autoharp 
lessons. Mon-Friday, some 
Saturdays. 877-273-4999, toll 
free for information or 
appointments. Folk Notes, 
2329 Curdes Ave, Fort Wayne, 
IN 46805. www.folknotes.com 


Hammered Dulcimer Book & 
CD, DVD. For beginning to 
intermediate hammered 
dulcimer players. Twenty-five 
tunes and arrangements. 
Also, book w/CD, DVD for 
mountain dulcimer. Mel Bay 
Publications by Madeline 
MacNeil. Book & CD: $20.00; 
DVD, $15. Shipping: $3.00 
first item, $.50 for each add. 
item. P.O. Box 2164, 
Winchester, VA 22604. 
540-678-1305. Visa, 
Mastercard, American 
Express. Order online: 
madelinemacneil.com. 


Since 1950, Sing Out! The Folk 
Song Magazine has covered 
the world of traditional and 
contemporary folk music. 
Each quarterly 200-page issue 
includes articles, news, 


reviews, festival listings, and 
instrumental “Teach-Ins” plus 
lead sheets for twenty songs. 
Subscribing Membership starts 
at $25/yr. Basic Membership 
(includes CD each quarter 
with all the songs in each 
issue) starts at $50/yr. Info: 
Sing Out!, Box 5253-D, 
Bethlehem, PA 18015-0253, 
info@singout.org, www. 
singout.org. 


Autoharp Quarterly, the 
international magazine 
dedicated to the autoharp 
enthusiast. Subscriptions: 
US-$20, Canada-$22, Europe- 
$24, Asia/South Pacific-$26. 
US currency, please. Stonehill 
Productions, PO Box 336, New 
Manchester, WV 26056-0336. 
ahquarterly@home.com, 
www.fmp.com/aq 


Acoustic music Instruction 
with Seth Austen. Private 
lessons or group workshops 
in scenic New Hampshire 
location. Acoustic guitar, 
fretted dulcimer, mandolin, 
bouzouki, fiddle, banjo, 
percussion, recording 
techniques. Styles include 
Celtic, Appalachian, 
bottleneck, blues, klezmer, 
international and more. 
For information visit www 
.sethausten.com, email 
seth@sethausten.com or 
call 603-539-8301. 


American Lutherie, the world’s 
foremost magazine of string 
instrument making and repair 
information published by the 
Guild of American Luthiers. 
See our web page for photo 
previews of back issues 

and images of our many 
instrument plans: www.luth 
.org. Or contact GAL, 8222 

S Park Avenue, Tacoma, WA 
98408, 253-472-7853. 


Dulcimer Players News 
Recent back issues $6 each. 
Dulcimer Players News, P.O. 
Box 2164, Winchester, VA 
22604. 540-678-1305. E-mail: 
dpn@dpnews.com. Visa, 
Mastercard, American 
Express, Order subscriptions 
online: dpnews.com. 


Kitchen Musician Books: Tune 
collections for hammered 
dulcimer and folk instruments. 
A source of common and 
uncommon tunes (some 550 in 
all), in a basic setting with 
guitar chords; information on 
the tunes of historical/musical 
interest. Includes Waltzes, 
Carolan, Irish, Scottish, 
Colonial, Jigs, Old-Timey 
Fiddle, 18 tune collections, 
two dulcimer tutors, two 
Scottish fiddle collections. For 
catalog or information: Sara 
Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley 
Lane, Cincinnati OH 45215, 
513-761-7585. New e-mail: 
kitchiegal@mac.com or check 
http:/Avww.kitchenmusician 
.net/ for information on books 
and recordings, dulcimers, 
musical and historical links, 
downloadable music, etc. 


“| Love Dulcimers” notepads. 
50 sheets. Looks like wood. 
www.dulcimersinduluth.com. 


Are you a hammered or 
mountain dulcimer builder, 
teacher, festival or workshop 
organizer? Dulcimer Players 
News would like to send you 
recent back issues to give to 
your customers, students, 
event participants at no 

cost to you. Contact DPN at 
540-678-1305, dpn@dpnews 
com, 


Rizzetta Piano Bulcimer for 
sate. Mode! 3.7, made by 
Sam Rizzetta in 2001. 
Mahogany sounding board, 
dampers, tristander legs, 
case, extra hammers, music 
holder, Madeline MacNeil’s 
book “Playing the Piano 
Dulcimer.” Photos by 
request. Originally $3100, 
now $2000. Bill Hughes- 
McIntyre, 804-227-3439, 
Hughesm@infionline.net. 


www.DulcimerFling.com 


843.462. HARP 
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The Unicoi 
18 - 21 Chromatic 


Walnut Back, Spruce Top, 
Walnut Bars and Trim. 
Lap Model, Fine Tuners, 
Diatonic Setups and More! 


www.harpdoctor.com 
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Mountain Dulcimer 


!!!New Book!!! 
“Deep Roots—Easy Folk 
Songs” w/ demo CD 


“The Promised Land” 
“Fiddlin’ Around” 
“Tunes and Ballads” 
‘Hymns & Gospel Songs 
“Christmas Carols” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 
$15.00 each + s&h 
DAD , easy to intermediate 
level, with melody line, tab, 
chords & words. 


Helen Johnson 


Lake Jackson. TX 77566 
Telephone: 979-297-7015 
Email: Helena HelenJohnson.biz 
www.HelenJohnson.biz 
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Booking 
and 
Contact Info: 


Lorinda Jones 
P O Box 123 
Rineyville, KY 401 
» § 270-862-9747 
© #losnotes@infionline.net 


CDs & Books 
available online 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


DULCIMER CO. 


Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 + (206)910-8259 


4 Listen To or Purchase CDs & Book at 
Joellen Lapidus www.lapidusmusic.com 
wcomemegoucne ooo 310.474.1123 


Extye ¥ ’ 

2ma 

fester Mcheover CD) 
\der mer . 

Lapidus on Dulcimer J ONSTictian 


instruction book 


Lee Cagle’s 
Tablature and Instructional CDs 
for Mountain Dulcimer 
Blue Smoke Risin’ on the Mountain — 
a beginner’s guide to the mountain dulcimer 
& Companion CD « 


Introduction to Fingerpicking = Celtic Tunes = 
Fiddle Tunes ¢ Christmas Music * & more 


Private and Group Lessons/Performances 


www.LeeCagleDulcimers.com 
901-372-0510 
P.O. Box 303; Ellendale; TN 38029 


The popular 
Adjustable Music Holder 


manufactured by 


String Fever Music 


The Most Versatile Hammered Dulcimer Music Holder On The Market! 


Adjusts to any angle! Shelf holds 


Music, pen or notebook securely! 


“ 


Plexiglass is available in 


clear, smoky, or neon colors! 


Choose paddle or clamp base! 


NOTHING BETTER FOR WORKSHOP USE OR HOME PRACTICE! 


Send check or money order for $45 + $5 shipping to: 
573-346-4642 
info@StringFeverMusic.com 
Www.StringFeverMusic.com 


String Fever Music 
1028 Ha Ha ‘Tonka Rd. 
Camdenton, MO 65020 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician's hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


CAPOS: 


Walnut or Cherry, $16 
Ebony or Rosewood w/ 

Pearl Snowflake, $21 
Aluminum Capos back in stock! 
Gold or black finish, $26 


All Prices Postpaid 


Send SASE for brochure 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 
614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com 
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mailed in July. 


If your mailing label is dated 8/1/2006, that means your subscription ends with 


this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your renewal before 


tion co, 
October 1, 2006. Labels dated 11/1/2006 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


PO Box 2164 © Winchester, VA 22604 
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August 2006-October 2006 Issue 
pies 


Subscrip 


Mail to. 


NATIONAL DULCIMER CHAMPION 


Mark Alan Wade 
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Christmas $15 Fumns $15 Ja3gy 
New Release! ay 
Gonenade 5 ead 
Romantic Classical 


Pieces and Fimeless 4 


ORDER BY MAIL: Please add $2 
Shipping and handling plus $1 
Fiddle Tune Variations | yoeeG(ioe iis 


« CD Transcriptions 


Send checks to: Mark Wade 
5031 Langcroft Dr. 

Hilliard, OH 43026 

(614) 850-7138 


MarkAlanWade.com 


Online demos and complete details PLUS secure & convenient online ordering 


* 120+ Pages! 
* CD available 
* Chords 
* Theory 


- 
" 


